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The chief-purpose of this publication is to distribute information on aero- 
nautics to the flying personnel of the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National 
Guard, and others. connected with aviation. 
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“HOUSE PASSES AIR CORPS PROMOTION BILL. 


' Without a record vote, ‘the House of inennatittieie. ‘on May 7th, passed 
the Air Corps Promotion Bill (H. R. 12814) introduced by Representative Allen 
J. Furlow, of Minnesota. 

Representative W. Frank, James, of Michigan, moved to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill.. The Clerk read the bill, as follows:: 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of War shall cause to be prepared 
an Air Corps promotion list on which shall be placed the names of all officers 
of the Air Corps of the Regular Army below the grade of colonel. The names on 
this list shall be arranged in the same relative order that they now have on 
the Army promotion list and shall be removed from the Army promotion list, and 
no officer whose name appears on the original Air Corps promotion list shall 
be considered as having less commissioned service than any officer whose name 
is below his on this list..-All officers commissioned in the Air Corps after 
the formation of the original Air Corps promotion list shall be placed thereon 
in accord with length of commissioned service. <Any officer whose position. on 
the Air Corps promotion list is. changed by sentence of a general court-martial 
or by law shall be deemed to have the same commissioned service as the officer 
next below whom he may. ve placed by. such change.. 

Sec. 2, Except as herein provided, Air Corps flying officers shall be pro- 
moted to the grade of first lieutenant when credited with three years! commis- 
sioned service; to the grade of. captain when credited with seven years' commis- 
sioned service; to the grade of major when credited with 12 years' commissioned 
service; ‘to the grade of lieutenant colonel. when credited with 20 years' commis- 
sioned service; to the grade of colonel wnen credited with 25 years'. commission- 
ed service. All flying officers of the Air Corps below the grade of colonel 
shall be promoted in the order of their standing on the Air Corps promotion 
list: Provided, That the number of Air Corps officers ir the grade of colonel 
shall not be less than 4 per cent nor more than 6 per cent and the number in the 
grade of lieutenant colonel. shall not be less than 5 per cent nor more than 7 
per cent of the total number of officers on the Air Corps promotion list, and 
the aggregate number of Air Corps officers in the grades of colonel, lieutenant 
colonel, and major shall not be less than 26 per cent nor more than 40 per cent 
of the total number of officers on the Air Corps promotion list, and in so far 
as necessary to maintain said minimum percer.tage, ty Corps flying officers of 
less than the required years of commissioned service shall be promoted to “the 
grades of colonel, lieutenant colonel and major, and only in so far as“their 
promotion will not cause said maximum percentages to be exceeded shall officers 
who have completed the prescribed years of commissioned service be promoted to 
the grades of colonel, lieutenant colonel and major. Non-flying officers of 
the Air Corps shall be -promoted.as provided for other branches of the Army. 

Sec, 3. When an officer of the Air Corps has served 50 years, either as an 
officer or soldier, he shall, if he makes application therefor to the President, 
be retired from active service and nlaced on the retired list: Provided, That, 
except in time of war, in computing the length of service for retirement. credit 
shall be given for one and one-half the time heretofore or hereafter actually 
detailed to duty involving flying and credit shall also be given for all other 
time now counted toward retirement in the Army: Provided further, That the num- 
ber of such voluntary retirements anmually shall not. exceed 6 per cent of the 
authorized strength of the Air Corps. When a flying officer of the Air Corps 
reaches the age of 54 years he shall, if-he makes application therefor to tne 
President, be retired from active service and placed on the retired list. Offi- 
cers of the Air. Corps who become vhysically disqualified for the performance of 
their duties as flying officers shall be etigibie for retirement for physical 
disability. 
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Sec. 4, An officer of the Air Corps, may, upon his own request, be transferrg 
to another branch of the service, and when so transferred shall take rank and 
grade therein in accordance with his length of commissioned service as computed 
under existing laws governing the branch to which transferred. 

Sec. 5. All laws or varts of laws in so far as they may be inconsistent here- 
with or in conflict with the provisions of this act are repealed. 

No second was demanded, and the question was taken. Two-thirds having 
voted in favor thereof, the rules were suspended and the bill was passed. 


Mr. Furlow, who received permission to extend his remarks in the Record, 
made the following statement: : 

"Mr. Speaker, the problem of adequately caring. for Air Corps officers now 
on the promotion list has been studied by many boards and committees of Congres; 
and we now have before us H.R. 12814, which, in my opinion, will go a long way 
toward correcting the injustices which admittedly exist. 

"Military organization demands that its officers have the appropriate rank 
for their commands and responsibilities. The Army Air Corps is no exception to 
this principle. 

"Ever since the formation of the single promotion list of the Army, which 
includes the officers of the Air Corps with those of other branches, it has be- 
come more and more apparent that additional legislation was needed to correct 
a situation in the Air Corps which has been growing worse rather than better w- 
der the principles governing that list. 

"Prejudiced at the very beginning by their position in the lower files of 
the promotion list due to the greater period of training required and also great 
ly affected by the cxceedingly high casualty rate as compared with other branch- 
es, the Air Corps officers have presented a problem that has been repeatedly in- 
vestigated. As early as the spring of 1922 a War Department board of officers 
headed by Maj.Gen. David Shanks reported: 

The board is of the opinion that this situation will affect adversely the 
efficiency of the Air Service. | 

"And it is particularly significant that this board also stated: 

The Air Service is the only branch or arm of the service which is adversely 
affectedty the promotion situation. 

"Another War Department board nearly two years later reported: 

The prejudice to the Air Service incident to having some of its officers 
on the promotion list well below their contemporaries in other branches should 
be remedied. , | 

"Other investigations have continued to disclose this unfortunate situa- 
tion existing in the Air Corps and to bring to light the fact that year after 
year the relative rank of this corps with respect to the other branches has be- 
come lower and lower. It is the excep*ion rather than the rule that officers of 
the Air Corps hold the enpropriate rank for their commands and responsibilities. 

"The report - 1277 - submitted by the gentleman from New York (Mr. Wain- 
wright) on the bill H.R. 12814, which has bcen unanimously passed by the House, 
sets forth the situation outlined above ard enuncietes what this bill will ac- 
complish. In addition, it might be stated that over two-thirds of the officers 
commissioned in. the Air Corps to-day are in what is commonly known as the World 
War hump, and these officers are almost entirely in the lower files of that 
hump. Their prospects for promotion under any system which would keep them on 
the single promotion list of the Army are always jeopardized by the fact that 
thousands of other officers in this World Wer hump must be promoted before reach: 
ing them. And yet the principal cause of théir position is, as above stated, 
simply that they were required to undergo a greater period of training for their 
specialized work than officers of other branches. 

"The two officers who made that world-famed flight from San Francisco to 
the Hawaiian Islands, Lieutenants Hegenberger and Maitland- and these officers 
are typical of that great group of over 600 in the Air Corps who are thus arf- 
fected - told our committee that their prospects, under the present system, of 
promotion to the grade of major indicate this would not occur until 1948, after 
31 years of service and when both of these officers were 50 or more years of 
age. Yet both of them have already held the responsibilities of field officers 
for several ‘years. 

"Lieut. Eric Nelson, who represents a smaller group of Air Corps officers, 
nevertheless, is an example of the situation which H.R. 12814 will ténd to cor- 
rect. Lieutenant Nélson, it will be remembered, was a member of the flight 
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which encircled the world in 1924. He ‘participated in the flight of Army planes 
which went to Alaska and back and was also on the flight from the United States 
to.Porto Rico and return. For his accomplishments Congress saw fit to pass a 
special bill advancing him 500 files on the promotion list.. Still this officer 
is a first lieutenant, and his prospects, under the present system, of becoming 
a major are little ‘better than those of Lieutenants Hegenberger and Maitland, 
above cited. He would be nearly 60 years of age at that time. Lieut. H.A; 
Dinger, who appeared before the Military Affairs Committée, is nearly 42 years 
of.age, and is likewise adversely affected. There are several lieutenants in 
the Air Corps older than Lieutenant Dinger. 

_ "Military flying will no doubt always be hazardous, as the factors which 
contribute to the safety of commerdial flying must in war planes give way to 

speed, greater fire power, larger bomb loads, and other desirable military 

characteristics. Combat will require decidedly different maneuvers from com- 
seeétal flying. During the past five years, even with the introduction of the 

arachute and the increased efficiency.of aircraft, the Army Air Corps, with less 
than a thousand officers, has borne the burden of nearly 40 per cent of all the 
casualties on the active list of approximately 12,000 officers in the Army. 
The accident death rate is nearly nine times as great as that in other branches. 

Colonel Lindbergh brought out the poirit that "if a flying officer meets his 
death the vacancy should be filled by an Air Corps officer of equal experience." 
This principle is eminently sound and is “ very basis “pen which this Air Corps 
' promotion list is built. 

"H.R. 12814 provides: a reasoneble rate of promotion. It contemplates the 
advancement of air officers so as to keep in step with the responsibilities 
placed upon him. It: provides an inducement to candidates to enter the Air Corps, 
where now there is a tremendous stagnation in the promotion situation, and al- 
ways that great hump of thousands of officers of other branches above then. 

"This bill. recoznizes the frincirle enunciated in the very first sentence 
of my remarks, that milite-y organization must have its proper ranks. It re- 
cognizes the greater casualty rate, and assures to the average officer advance- 
ment to a field grace during his active flying career. 

"Annually 2.4 por cent of .the commissioned personnel of the Air Corps lose 
their lives in air accidents. It-is obvious that in about 20 years! flying an 
Air Corps officer has even chances of keeping off that casualty list. During 
that period he has given the best years of his life to the service of the a 
ment in a profession which is recognized as many times more hazardous than. any 
other Army Activity. It is but a meager reward and recognition for this service 
to permit him to retire after this period of service should he care to do so. 

"There is also a provision in this‘bill that officers who become physically 
unfit orreach the ese of 54 years may be retired. Laws have already been enacted 
which contemplate keeping the Air Corps at a high state of flying efficiency. 
This can only be accomplished by enacting retirement provisions for those who 
have lost their usefulness as active flying officers. 

"It is to be noted that the cost of this bill is very small compared with 
the results to be obtained. Although an increase in the rate of promotion is 
provided, the pay of officors iz under existing law based primarily on years of 
service and not on rank. A large number of first lieutcnants in the Air Corps, 
who have over 10 years of service, will receive no increase in pay when passing 
into the grade of captain, and similarly the captains when promoted after 12 
years' service to the grade of major receive no increase in pay. It is true 
that there are some small increases, due to increased rank, but these come 
principally because of length of service. 

"Tt is obviously necessary to maintain the national defense at its maximum 
State of efficiency and, with a limited number of commissioned personnel in the 
Air Corps, their quality should be of the best: Efficiency in this line can not 
adequately be maintained if officers continue to work under prospects of stagna- 
tion in promotion, such as have existed for: several years. An officer's morale 
is greatly increased if given rank commensurate with his command. Furthermore, 
the whole command responds with greater enthusiasm when the organization is 
properly balanced in the various grades. The officers of the Air Corps do not 
lack in quality or type, but they do lack in rank. 

"The Lassiter Board, which recommended several years ago a 10-year program, 
approved in principle by the Secretary of War, for the rey of the Air 
Corps, stated: 

We can not improvise an Air Service, and yet it is aa epenannie to be 
Strong in the air at the very outset of a war. 


- 168 - V-5785,A.C. 








"This principle has become more and more apparent with the development of 
aircraft and its increasing importance in the scheme of national defense. The 
five-year development program provided in the Air Corps act of July 2, 1926, 
provides for 1,650 regular officers in the Air Corps. This will permit of the 
organization of a number of units which will constitute the foumdation for an 
expansion in time of emergency. This foundation should be strong, well balanced, 
and of the finest quality that can be obtained. 

"The morale of the air officers has been low, many have resigned because 
of poor prospects for their future. There probably would have been mere, except 
for the fact that anticipation of better »nrospects has been stimulated by the 
repeated investigations that have baken place. Lieutenant Hegenberger stated 
before the House Military Affairs Committee: 

"Since the war we have had the subject under constant discussion and it has 
always seemed that the solution was imminent, and it has always been an incentive 
to hang on in hope that the situation would be correctod." 

"There is no doubt the present bill will very greatly increase the morale 
of the officers, as well as provide a better organization. 

“Summarizing his testimony, Colonel Lindbergh stated: 

“I believe our air forces should constitute a first line of defense -- they 
must be ready to take the initiative when danger threatens our Nation; there may 
ve no time permitted for preparation. Efficiency will-be gained by proper peace. 
time provisions to care for. the personnel. The expectancy of life for the fly. 
ing officer is far less than.in other occupations; the rate of attrition is high, 
the strain on the physical resistance from combat flying is excessive, the per- 
:od of greatest flying efficiency is limited; responsibilities of air officers 
‘are heavy; promotion for a large proportion appears to have stagnated. These 
observations have led me to believe the problem of the air officers is specia. 
and requires consideration by itself." 

"2 believe in a separate promotion list for the Air Corps as provided by 
this bil. in order that the air officers may be given rank commensurate with con 
mand and vesponsibility, in order that World War veterans may have a chance to 

_ command with the proper grade, in order that vacancies caused by casualties in 
the Air Corps may be filled by properly qualified Air Corps officers, in order 
that morale may be enhanced and the efficiency of the Air Corps be increased, in 
order to offer additional incentive to candidates and to increase the Air Corps 
up to that strength contemplated by the Air Corps act of 1926, and to provice 
proper recognition of thd hazardous service to which our air officers have de- 
voted themselves. 

"H.R, 12614 is truly in the interests of national defense. It aims tc in- 
crease and to bring to a high state of efficiency our Army air forces; it single 
out no ¢ne for individual benefits. 

"From personal investigation, I am firmly convinced that the enactmen? of 
this bill into law is awaited with keen expectation by the personnel of our Air 
Corps. <= have no hesitancy in stating my opinion that, should it fail of passer 
by both Houses of Congress, there will be a great number of our most exper’ pil- 
lots leaving the service and accepting attractive offers now being held oui in 
she fields of commercial aviation. 

"We can 111 afford to lose these seasoned and exnerienced officers ani we 
nee@ have no fear of having them resign if we but meet them half way, and give 
them an opportunity for advancement in their chosen line of endeavor. 

"With aviation making rapid strides throughout the world the United States 
should ever keep in mind the needs of its own Air Corps and its proper develop- 

.ment. Modern equipmentiis of little avail if we forget the human side -- and 
that means the fliers themselves. 

~--000--- 


BIG PASSENGER PLANE EXHIBITED AT BOLLING FIELD 


A 12-passenger, 1,200 horsepower Fokker monoplane (F-10) was recently ex- 
hibited at Bolling Field by its owners - the Western Air Express of California. 
This huge plane, the first of three constructed for this concern by the Atlantic 
Aircraft Corporation, resembles the famous California-Hawaili non-stop Amy 
Transport plane. An inspection of its interior, however, reveals a veritable 
“Pullman of the Air". There are 12 vpiolstercd chairs, six on each side, a head 
room of six feet, baggage racks, electric dome lights, individual smoking equip- 
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ment for each passenger, dressing room and luggage compartment. In addition to 
the 12 passengers, the plane carries two pilots. 

With the three Pratt & Whitney "Wasp" 400 h.p. air-cooled engines at full 
throttle the plane has made 148 miles an hour. Its normal cruising speed is 
125 miles per ‘hour. A flight was made at Bolling Field with Mr. Anthony H.G. 
Fokker, designer and builder, at: the controls and the Hon. F. Trubee Davison, 
Assistant Secretary of War, as ‘passenger... In this flight the plane exhibited 
excellent maneuverability. of 

, ---000--- 


CONGRESSIONAL RECOGNITION TO PIONEER ARMY AVIATORS 


The House of niieaainiiiies, on May 8th, passed the Bill (H.R. 11273) to 
amend Section 127a, National defense act, as amended and approved June 4, 1920. 

This bill proposes to give recognition to those officers of the Army who 
were the pioneers in military aviation. Seven officers now in active service 
are affected by the provisions of this bill, which reads as follows: 

"Sec. 127a, Miscellaneous provisions: Hereafter no detail, rating, or as- 
signment of an officer shall carry advanced rank, except as otherwise specifical- 
ly provided herein: Provided, That in lieu of the 50 per cent increase of pay 
provided for in this act any officer who has heretofore been announced in the 
War Department orders as having qualified on or before December 31, 1913, as a 
military aviator or any. officer upon whom the rating of military aviator has 
neretofore been conferred for having specially distinguished himself in time of 
war in active operations against the enemy, shall while on duty which requires 
him to participate regularly and frequently in aerial flights, receive the pay, 
allowances and additional pay as provided by the act of June 3, 1916, and the 
act of July 24, 1917, for the rating of military aviator. At any time after the 
passage of this act any officer who has heretofore been announced in War Depart- 
ment orders as having qualified as a military aviator on or before December 41, 
1913, shall, if he make application therefor to the President, be retired frem 
active service and bé placed upon the retired list. ‘The retired pay of any of- 
ficer who has heretofore bedn announced in War Department orders as having quali- 
fied as a military aviator on or before December 31, 1913, shall be 75 per cent 
of all the pay and allowances, including flying pay, of the grade in which he is 
retired. No extra pay or allowances shall accrue under the provisions of this 
section for services rendered prior to the. p»ssage thereof." 

In the report. of the House Military Affairs Committee accompanying the 
above bill, it is stated, in part: 

"It is highly desirable that we shoulda be able to capitalize this spirit of 
progress among civilians in our Nation and use and apply the same in the cause 
of National defense. It is therefore manifest that some sort of stimlus mst 
be offered to the individual man in the military service of the United States. 
This stimlus should apply, from the humbles’ private scldier and sailor to the 
highest ranking general and admiral. Each aad all of them should be encouraged 
to be always upon the alert, to improve the efficiency of the agencies of 
national defense. The stimulus that appeals most powerfully to the hearts of 
all men is promotion and advancement in his chosen business and profession. Such 
advancement involves not merely added rank but additional financial rewards. 
pnder the existing promotion scheme in the Army, based upon seniority in the ser- 
yice, it is not possible to pick out individuals that have rendered peculiar and 
distinctive service and promote them rapidly to higher rank and command over the 
heads of other officers, and seniors in length of service. 

"Therefore, it is necessary to give financial rewards for such distinguished 
and valuable pioneer services.. It appears from the record of the Congress that 
in the year 1914 legislation was enacted conferring unon this group of original 
adventurers in the cause of agiation additional pay by increasing their base pay 


by 75 per cent, but the beneficiaries, due to the interpretation by the War De- 


partment, did not begin to draw this 75 per cent until 1917, and drew the same 
for only turee years when it was reduced by the National Defense Act of JUa6.3, 
1920, Under this last-named act all flying personnel required to make frequent 
flights in the air were given the same increase of 50 per cent. This applied to 
the flyer who came into the service in 1920, or at any later time, and the net 
result was to give no credit for the many years of past flying service and to 
reduce the pay of the pioneer military aviators by 25 per cent of their base pay. 
-170- yv-5785, A.C. 








There were 24 of these pioneers who qualified as military aviators on or before 
December 31, 1913. Eleven other officers while in training were killed in air- 
plane accidents during these early years. Of these -35, their ranks have gradual- 
ly thinned out until only 7 of them have been left in‘active service in the Air 
Corps. Twenty-one are dead; 18 of these. were killed in airplane crashes. The 
Others have been retired or transferred, so that 80 per : cent of these original 

35 have in this short space of time been eliminated. 

The bill in effect therefore is to restore to the fragment of the original 
pioneer aviators the rights that were conferred upon them in 1914. It seems that 
this additional increased compensation of only 25 per cent far those on the actite 
list and costing the Government a total of only about $500 additional per month 
is a very small and practically insignificant reward for the highly valuable ser. 
vices that these pioneer aviators have rendered the cause of aviation as an agency 
of national defense and as a branch of commercial transportation. Col. Charles 4. 
Lindbergh before the committee gave his cordial indorsément of the proposal con- 
tained in this bill. It is but reasonable: and natural that he should. He freely 
and gladly confessed that the training he had received at the hands of the Air 
corps of the Army has been invaluable. Ina certain sense, therefore, he is the 
airect fruit and product of the labors of these original pioneer aviators. We 
have hurried to do honors to the great achievements and to the beautiful personal 
' character of Colonel Lindbergh, but he would have us not neglect those original 

‘adventurers in the field of aviation that took their lives in their own hands and 
made flying a practicable accomplishment when every 100 hours in the air took its 
¢0ll of death. By their sacrifice and courage the ratio has now been diminished 
to where there is one death to about every 3,000 hours in the air." 

. The seven Air Corps officers who will be affected by the provisions of. the 
bill, hereinbefore quoted, if it is enacted into law, are: Brig.-Generals 
Frank P. Lahm, Benjamin D. Foulois, Lieut.-Colonel R. C. Kirtland, Majors Henry 
H. Arnold, Thomas DeW. Milling, L: H. Brereton and H. A. Dargue. 

--=000--- | 


FORT SAM HOUSTON AIRDROME NAMED IN HONOR OF COL. DODD 


The airdrome at Fort Sam Houston, Texas, has been named Dodd Field in honor 
of Col. Townsend F. Dodd, who lost his life in October, 1919, in an airplane crast. 
at Bustleton, Pa. At the time he crashed he was one of the flyers competing in 
_ the Trancontinental Reliability Test Flight: from New York to San Francisco and 

return. 

Col. Dodd was the first commanding officer of the aviafion-field at Fort San 
Sam Houston prior to the World War. He was one of the veteran pilots in the Arny 
Air Corps, having made his first solo flight on September 18, 1913, and having 
passed his tests for the rating of military aviator on December 350, 1918. 

The air field assumed the name of Dodd Field on April 19th, and all corres- 
pondence is addressed to Dodd Field, Fort Sam Houston, Texas. At the present 
time 157 enlisted men and 16 officers are stationed at the air branch of the 
famous 2nd Division. 

Col. Dodd was a 2nd Lieut. in the Coast Artillery Corps Sept. 25, 1909, and 
‘attained the rank of Colonel on August 14, 1918. He was detailed to the Aviation 
Section, Signal Corps, and assigned to the command of the First Aero Squadron on 
May 9, 1913. He was in command of this Squadron during the punitive expedition 
jnto Mexico under General Pershing in 1916 and subsequently served as Aviation 
Officer, Southern Department, San Antonio. 

During the World War Col. Dodd served with distinction with the American 
Expeditionary Forces. He organized the aviation school at Issoudun, France, and 
conducted the negotiations for the purchase of the first airplanes from the allie. 
governments for the use of the A.E.F. He also performed meritorious service as 
chief of the supply section, A.E.F., and as engineer officer for the Chief of Air 


service, First Army, in which capacity he supervised the construction of airdromes. 


He subsequently served as Chief of Operations, Air Service, First Army, and as 
Chief of Staff, Air Service, Group of Armies. 

Colonel Dodd was awarded the Distinguished Service Medal in recognition of 
his exceytionally meritorious: service with the A.E.F., and in 1919 he was awarded 
the Mackay Trophy for the outstanding flight made by an Army pilot during that 

ear. 
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LARGE AIR-COOLED ENOINE TESTED 


Flight tests were completed recently at Mitchel Field, N.Y..on the new 
600 h.p. Curtiss "Chieftain", largest air-cooled aircraft engine in this country, 
The tests were conducted with the engine installed in a two-seater Curtiss 
falcon, standard observation and attack plane of the Army Air Corps. The plane 
yas flown by Lieut. E.P. Gaines, Army Air Corps pilot stationed at the Curtiss 
factory, and by "Cascy" Jones, veteran Curtiss pilot. 

Equipped with the "Chieftain" engine, the "Falcon" showed a performance that 
was Superior to that of any other two-seater in the service. Its top speed was 
158 miles an hour, and the service ceiling 22,350 feet, while the initial rate of 
climb was 1700 feet per mimto. 

The most rémarkable feature of this performance is the speed of 158 miles an 
hour, which is exactly the same as could be obtained from a water-cooled motor of 
the same power in the same plane. Curtiss engincers point out that this is tre 
first time in history that air-cooled engines have been able to compete direct y 
with water-cooled types in pure speed. Usually, the substitution of an air-cooi- 
ed engine for a water-cooled engine of the same power, while producing improved 
climb and coiling, has resulted in a sacrifice of several miles per hour in top 
speed. 

Tne excellent spoed characteristics of the "Chieftain" engine is due to its 
umsual design, which is different than that of any other air-cooled engine. 
Instead of having one row of cylinders arranged radially, as is common practice, 
the "Chieftain" has two rows; one behind the other, with six cylinders, arranged 
hexagonally, in each row. This arrangement materially reduces the overall dia- 
meter of the engine, thus reducing the head resistance and increasing the higs 
speed. The frontal area ver horsenower of the "Chieftain" engine is approximate- 
ly one-half that of the conventional 9-cylinder air-cooled engine. 

The "Chieftain" engine has becn under development by the Curtiss Company 
for the past two years, with the assistance and guidance of the Air Services. It 
performed excellently throughout the trials at Mitchel Field, and is soon to be 
flom to Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, for Air Corps tests. 

---000--- 


NATIONAL ELIMINATION BALLOON RACH AT PITTSBURGH, PA. 


The National Elimination Balloon Race, an annmal event to determine the 
entrants to represent the United States in the Gordon-Bennett International 
Balloon Race, will this year be held at Bettis Field, Pittsburgh, Pa., on 
May 30th (Decoration Day). .The teams to represent the Army Air Corps in this 
elimination contest have not yet been selected, but authority was requested of 
the War Department to pormit:the entry of not to exceed four teams. 

As far as known at this time, four civilian balloon teams will compete in 
the Elimination Contest, one entry each represeuting the Detroit Balloon Club, 
the Aircraft Development Corporation of Detroit, the Goodyear Tire and Rubber 
Co. of Akron, Ohio, and the American Business Club of Akron, Ohio. 

The Gordon-Bennett International Balloon Race will be held June 30th at 
Detroit, Mich. It is learned that thus far 17 teams have been entered in this 
Competition, one team each representing England, Switzerland, Argentina, Denmark 
and Spain, and three teams each represeriting the United States , Belgium, France 
and Germany. 

---000=-- 


TACTICAL SCHOOL STUDENTS CONDUCT PURSUIT TRAINING EXERCISE 


The Air Corns Tactical School, Langley Field, Va., held a practical Pursuit 
tactical training exercise on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, April 18th to 20th. 
Twenty-two airplanes, about 30 officers and 140 enlisted men proceeded by air 
from Langley Field to Byrd Airport, Virginia National Guard Rifle Range, Virginia 
Beach, and conducted practical flying problems there until Friday afternoon, wher 
all personnel and equipment returned by air to Langtey Field. 

In addition to the movement of personnel and airplanes by air, all necessary 
Supplies wore similarly transported, this including all gasoline and oil, spare 
parts, food and complete camp equipreat. In the absence of airplanes of the 
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transnort type, the 2nd Bombardment Group handled the air transport of supplies 
by means of their bombardment airplanes. The Materiel. Division, Wright Field, 
Dayton, Ohio, cooperated to make possible a test of handling all gasoline and 
oil for this problem in five-gallon cans instead of drums or trucks. 

Students of the Air Corps Tactical School acted as Staff and pilots for the 
Provisional Pursuit Squadron. The students handled all details under school 
supervision to sequre the maximm amount of training. During the exercise 
several tactical problems were conducted and service conditions simlated as far 
as possible. The Anti-Aircraft at Fort Monroe, Va., also cooperated, some 
actual firing being done in connection with attemps to transmit information to 
pursuit airplanes in flight by means of a certain pre-arranged system of shoot- 
ing. The entire exercise was somewhat experimental to ascertain its value to 
the students and decure information as to the thoroughness of theoretical train- 
ing and its application to service conditions. 

A complete and accurate record was kept of every action of each staff offi- 
cer and results will be studied to secure data on Air Corps logistics. The prob- 
yems scheduled during the exercise involved dawn patrol, attack on balloon, 
pursuit zone operations, separate pursuit itineraries with rendezvous, aerial 
gunnery, three 2-hour patrols in a single day and occupation of new airdrome. 

---000--- 


ANNUAL MACHINE GUN AND BOMBING MATCHES AT LANGLEY FIELD 


The annual Machine Gun and Bombing Matches at Langley Field, Hampton, Va., 
will be held this year from May 25th to June 10th. Participants in these matches 
are selected from personnel at the various Air Corps fields who have attained the 
highest rating in the annual machine gun and bombing training which is prescribed 
by War Department training regulations. 

Heretofore officers from the U.S. Marine Corps and National Guard Air Ser- 
vice organizations have participated in the competition. While the Guardsmen are 
expected to participate again this year, the Marine Corps officers will not be 
able to test their skill against the Air Corns aerial sharpshooters due to their 
various expeditionary duties at this time. 

In the Bombardment events, seven teams from the Sombardment Group at Langley 
Field are expected to participate, utilizing the LB-5 or the N3S-1 bombing 
planes. It is contemplated that the National Guard participants will utilize the 
0-11, a new observation plane, if this type has been furnished their organiza- 
tions; otherwise they will use the planes which Regular Air Corps officers have 
flown to Langley Field. 

The following Air Corps personnel have been selected tims far to participate 
in the Machine Gun and Bombing Matches; 

From the 3rd Attack Group, Fort Crockett, Texas: 

lst Lieut. James T. Curry, 2nd Lieuts. Earl C. Robbins, Walter W. Gross 
and Ivan M. Palmer. 

Fort Sam Houston, Texas: 

Captain Clearton H. Reynolds, 2nd Lieut. Lawrence H. Douthit. 
Crissy Field, Presidio of San Francisco, Calif. 
Captain Aubrey I. Hagle, 2nd Lieut. Harold F. Brown. 
Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich. 
Ist Lieut. Victor H. Strahm, 2nd Lieuts. John J. Williams and 
William L. Cornelius. 

Fort Riley, Kansas. 
2nd Lieuts. Joseph H. Atkinson (Air Corps Reserve), and James W. 
Carson, Air Corps Reserve. . 

Kelly Field, Texas. 
lst Liegts. John F. Whiteley, Wm. M. lanagan, R.3. Lea, 2nd Lieuts. 
Earle E. Partridge, James W. Andrew, George J. Eppright, Iuther S.Smith. 

Hawaiian Department. 
1st Lieuts. Joseph T. Morris, James C. Shively, Russell J. Minty, Homer 
W. Ferguson, Lotha A. Smith, Howard M. Fey, 2nd Lieuts. Gilbert L. 
Tefft and Joseph H. Hicks. | 

’ Panama Canal Department : 

lst Lieuts. Edward V. Harbeck, Orin J. Bushey, Robert T. Cronau, 
Charles H. Howard, Robert W. Douglass, Jr. 

Maxwell Field, Montgomery, Alabama. 
2nd Lieuts. Narcisse L. Cote and Reuben Kyle, Jr. 
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Representatives of the Nateriel Division, Air Corps, at Wright Field, Dayton 
Ohio, who will be »resent at the Matches, are lst Lieut. Raymond 0. Zettel, Chief 
of the Armament Branch, and Messrs. R.F. Fischer, L.J.-Hyler and H.B. Inglis, 
civilian mechanical enzincers, 


---000--- 


PARACHUTE JUMPING AT CRISSY FIELD -. 


Parachute jumping has become quite a fad among the enlisted men of Crissy 
Field, Presidio of San Francisco, Calif. During April the following men made 
jumps: Staff Sergeant, Daniel C. Pruitt, Sergeant William 3. Townsend, Corporal 
Peter M. Feeney, Privates Harold E. Orcutt, Francis P. Neal and Oswald L. 
Forstad. 

Several other enlisted men have made requests, and they will be given prac- 
tice jumps in the near future. be 

---000--- 


COLLEGE STUDENTS INSPECT SAN ANTONIO AIR DEPOT 


A party of about 30 students of the senior class of the Mechanical Engineer- 
ing Department of the University of Texas recently visited the Engineering Shops 
of the San Antonio Air Denot, Duncan Field, Texas. The party, in charge of Mr. 
W.5. Preston, were on a tour of various establishments for practical instruc- 
tion nurposes in mechanical engineering. 

The students were keenly interested in the manifold activities of the Depot 
shops and expressed themselves as greatly appreciative of the opportunity afford- 
ed them to make this visit. 

---000--- 


GROUND ATTACK DEMONSTRATION 2Y 18TH PURSUIT GROUP 


The 18th Pursuit Group, stationed at Wheeler Field, Schofield 3arracks,T.H., 
recently staged a ground attack demonstration for the Hawaiian Division. The 
target attacked represented a battalion of Infantry and accomanying transporta- 
tion. The attack was made with a formation of nine PW-9's armed with five 25-1b. 
bombs each and two machine guns - one .3O caliber and one .50 caliber. Three at- 
tacks were made, resulting in the demolition of half the targets, the rest being 
riddled with bullets and fragments of bombs. The whole Division was paraded to 
watch the demonstration, and undoubtedly gained a clearer conception of the 
possibilities of an air attack on ground troops. 

--~000--- 


CRISSY FIELD YERSONNEL ENGAGE IN GUNNERY TRAINING 


The Third Division Air Service, consisting of the 9lst Observation and the 
15th Photo Section, proceeded on March 15th by air’ and convoy to Mather Field, 
Sacramento, Calif., for field duty, and for preliminary and record practice in 
aerial gunnery and bombing. Runs were made with fixed forward guns, flexible 
guns for observers! firing, and 50-nound dummy and live bombs. 

During the gunnery practice the Commnications Section maintained an hourly 
Schedule with the home station, using the 132 set at Crissy Field and the SCR- 
1094, as modified by the Radio Denartment, at Mather Field. All communications 
were handled without interruption. The distance was 90 miles. 

In the motor convoy to and from Mather Field were six “hite trucks, three 
Class "3" tankers, two photo trucks, two radio trucks, one machine shop truck, 
one ambulance, two cargo trucks, one Dodge automobile and one motorcycle. 

The training included cooperation with the 6th Coast Artillery at Fort 
Scott, Calif., one DH45 being utilized to observe points of strike of projectiles 
fired from 6-inch guns located at Fort Barry. On account of the strong wind, 
causing white caps to appear on the water, it was impossible to distinguish a 
hit from a white cap, this in spite of good visibility. Because of more mumerous 
Occurrence of what appeared to be white caps in a certain direction from the 
target, an estimate of 100 yards short and 20 yards left was given. The diffi- 
culty in spotting the shots was duc to the fact that the shells were loaded with 
Sand. 
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THE WORLD TOUR OF THE FRENCH FLYERS 


In their World Tour, which started from Paris on October 10, 1927, ana 
ended there on April 14, 1928, the French Flyers (Lieut.-Commander Josevh LeBrix 
and Captain Dieudonne Costes) traversed by air a total distance of 35,803 miles 
in approximately 338 flying hours. 

A Breguet XIX biplane, powered with a single 600 h.p. Hispano-Suiza engine, 
was flown throughout the trip, but at New York, when 23,000 miles had been 
covered, a new Hispano Suiza engine of the ‘same horsepower was installed in 
order to finish the rest of the tour. 

The flight from Paris to St. Louis, Senegal, on the west coast of Africa, 

a distance of 2658 milés, proved to be the longest of the 40 flights required 
to circle the globe. On this flight, which involved a flying time of 263 hours, 
a total of 650 gallons of gas and 12 gallons of gasoline were on board. The - 
next longest flight was from Hanoi, China, to Calcutta, India, a distance of 
2,620 miles, which was negotiated in 21 hours and 17 mimutes. Another long 
aistance flight was from St. Louis, Senegal, to Natal, Brazil, the distance of 
2,125 miles being flown in 19 hours and 20 mimtes. 

The 2672-mile flight from New York to San Francisco, where the flyers 


boarded a steamer for Japan, was made in five stages, stops being made at Sharon, 


Pa.; Detroit, Mich.; Chicago, Ill., and Rock Springs, Wyoming. 
The following tabulation gives the aoproximate stebiabios of the French 
World Tour: 


iB Be Time 
Date Stages RF Mileage Hrs. Mins, 
Oct. 10, 1927 Paris - St. Louis 2,658 26 6©§6 80 
1A St. Louis - Natal - 2,125 19 =. 50 
15 Natal - Caravellas 900 8 45 
17 Caravellas - Rio de Janeiro 466 4 19 
19 Rio de Janeiro - Pelotas’ ; - 900 12 0 
20 Pelotas - Buenos Aires 453 4 6 
Nov. 12 Buenos Aires - Montevideo 186 2 0 
22 Montevideo - Buenos Aires 143 i 
25 Bucnos Aires - Asuncion 745 5 40 
25 Asuncion - Buenos Aires 745. 6 7 
Dec. 3 Buenos Aires - Florianopolis 870 9 6380. 
4 Florianopolis - Rio de Janeiro 497 — 5 0 
13 Rio de Janeiro - Buenos Aires 1,367 se 
14 *  Bucnos Aires - Santiago 807 8 35 
21 Santiago - La Paz 1,305 12 0 
29 La Paz - Lima 745 7 30 
Jan. 11, 1928 Lima - Guayaquil 816 8 0 
13 Guayaquil - Panama City 807 7 0 
14 Panama City - Colon 40 - - 
17 Coion - Caracas ; 1,050 9 0 
21 Caracas - Baranquilla 600 . = 
24 Baranquilla - Colon 403 4 2B 
26 ' Colon - Guatcmala -City 900 8 30 
29 Guatemala City - Mexico City 700 6 0 
Feb. 4 Mexico City - New Orleans 1 ,100 10 8 
. € . New Orleans - Montgomery 300 - - 
8 Montgomery - Washington 750 7 C 
11 Washington - New York 225 2 C 
Mar. 2 New York - Sharon 350 Ss 18 
4 Sharon - Detroit 180 © 2 1 
5 Detroit - Chicago 250 - * 
6 Chicago - Rock Springs 1,149 ll & 
7 Rock Springs - San Francisco 776 7 465 
Apr. 8-9 Tokio - Hanoi ~ 2,620 ee 4 
10 Hanoi - Calcutta 1,400 13 4.30 
11 Calcutta.- Karachi 1,405 - - 
12 Karachi - Basra 1,330 - - 
12-13 Basra - Ale ppo «1,480 - * 
13 Aleppo - Athens 840 9 C 
14 Athens - Paris 1,420 14. «15 
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KELLY FIELD OFFICERS INDULGE IN STRENUOUS GAM OF POLO 
By the Kelly Ficld Correspondent 


A polo game “as to have been nlayed on March 28th between the Kelly Field 
Majors and the Kelly Ficld Cantains, Prior to this the two tcams conscientious- 
ly practiced for two weeks. New nolo helmcts to the tune of $13.85 (quote Major 
Tinker), polo mallets, and nolo balls wore murchased. On the preceding day tie 
nolo representative, Cantain H.E. Goorze, stated that several of the polo ponics 
had developed distemmer and it would be imossible to have the game. This met 
with a great deal of disannointment on the »art of the members of both teams. 

It was learned from inside sources, however, that the polo ponies received some 
inside dope that this game was to be played and promptly went on sick report. 

The members of the resnective teams follow: 


Majors _. Captains 
Major Chaney Captain McDaniel 
Major Tinker Captain Lynd 
Major McChord Captain O'Neill 
Major Strauss Captain Mooro: 


Captain Easterbrook, altcrnate. 

This postponed game, however, was played on April 13th. Due to the fact 
that some of the members of the team did not care to:show off their ability as 
polo players, the fame was scheduled without very much advance notice, and there- 
fore not as large a crowd as “as cxpected attended. The game was featured by 
many thrills. In fact, some of the polo nlayers stated that they obtained more 
thrills in that polo game than they ever had in. the air. Major J.B. Chaney was 
the outstanding moernbcr of the Majors! toam, making two goals. Major McChord made 
two goals and Major Tinker onc. Major McChord also made a goal for the Captains. 
The resulting score was 5 to l. cies 

Many spectacular plays were made throughout ‘the game. Captain McDaniel, 
not having his safety belt securoly fastened, was forced to leave rhe horse on 
one occasion. The Captains far surpassed the Majors in one feature of the game - 
that of talking. On one or more occasions tvo balls wore on the field, somo of 
the players playing with one and some with tho other, depending on which was to 
their advantage. As the Majors stated, duc to the hard riding and the constant 
high speed at which they played the game, it was irmossible to contime the gamo 
more than four chukkers out of sympathy for the horsos. 

Following is the prorram that vas cotten out for this game: 


THE .\IR CORPS ADV..NCED FLYING SCHOOL 
9 2 9k 2K 2 ok KOK 
POLO GAME 
Kelly Ficld Majors versus Kelly Ficld Captains 

This is not a hockey game that you are about to witness but a full fledged 
very low coal polo (horse) game. That is the reason that the men are on horses. 

The teams revresented on the Ficld are the Kelly Ficld Majors (very white 
helmets) and the Kelly Ficld Captains (miscellancous colors). 

The object of the game - there isn't any. 

RULES: The International Polo Association's miles will be strictly adhered 
to = with a few changes to meet local conditions. 

Players will not be allowed to dismount and throw the ball towards their 
om goal, at the referee or umpire. However, no restriction is made concerning 
the onnonents. 

Cross-over turns, diving under an Op penGny or diving on an opponent's tail 
will not be permitted. 

Players wearinc cogcles do so at their om risk and machine gun equipment 
will not be installod. 

«ll stunt ricing is prohibited and anyone. violating this rule will be 
crounded for the rest of the gane. 

The game will last four chukkers or until a goal is scored. The game may 
also be called on account of darkness as no night riding oquipment will be 
permitted. . 

All persons wishing to gamble on this game will please step off the reserva- 
tion to place their bets. 

Junior officors will not be permitted to claim any files as the result of 
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this game. 
The only handicaps in this game are the players themselves. 
a * * * ; 


The following are the greatest dravw-backs to the game with their respective 
positions; 


MAJORS CAPTAINS 
Major Chaney 1 to 4 incl. Captain McDaniel, Odd number 
Major Tinker Odd or even as Captain Lynd _ 1 doubled 

the case may be Captain O'Neil 3.1416 
Major McChord 3&4, thenl &2 Captain Moore All other numbers 
Major Strauss $1.98 
* * * * * 
FINDINGS ;- In line of duty. 
---000--- 


ARMY FLYERS BRING RELIEF TOMAROONED FISHERMEN 


Four Army pilots, engaged in aerial gunnery practice on the Waimanalo Tar- 
get Range, Island of Oahu, Hawaii, were drawn to the more humane occupation of 
relief work upon receiving word from a group of Portuguese fishermen that a 
fishing party of six men marooned on a small island off the mainland were badly 
in need of food, water and blankets. According to a report recently received 
from the Commanding Officer of Wheeler Field, Honolulu, 1.H., the necessities 
which the Army airmen dropped to the marooned fishermen prevented further suf- 
fering among them until their rescue was effected. . ' 

These fishermen had chartered a sampan to take them to Rabbit Island for 
a week end's fishing. They were unable to return on scheduled time due to a 
heavy sea, which ran for several days and cut them off from thé aid of sampan 
operators in the vicinity. | 

The Army airmen made up four packages containing food, water and blankets, 
which they dropped to the isolated fishermen. These packages were heavily 
wrapped to prevent damage upon contact with the ground. 

The airplanes used in this novel relief expedition were the PW-9 Pursuit 
type, piloted by Lieuts. Carlyle H. Ridenour, Charles D. McAllister, Howard M. 
Fey and Walter L. Wheeler, Air Corps, all stationed at Wheeler Field. 

~--000--- 


’ GUNNERY MATCH “ FROM KELLY FIELD 


The past two weeks have scen a snirited ontest in aerial gunnory at Kelly 
Field, Texas. Seven officers have been running off a competition match to de- 
termine the teams which would be selected to attend the annual gunnery matches 
to be held at Langley Field between May 25th and June 10th. Since only five of 
these officers could be detailed for the trip, each man was striving constantly 
to make the best possible score. The match ras conducted in the afternoons over 
a period of a week and at the end of that time the scores of each day were 
totalled and averaged. 

Three teams in gunnery and one team in bombing were selected. The gunnery 
teams are as follows: 

Attack Gunnery 

end Lieut. Earl E. Partridge - Pilot 








2nd Lieut. James W. Andrew - Observer 
Observation Gunnery _ 
lst Lieut. R.B. Lea - - - Pilot 


2nd Lieut. George J. Eppright - Observer 
Pursuit Gunnery 
.end Lieut. Iuther §. Smith - Pilot 
Bombardment Matches 
lst Lieut. John F. Whiteley - Pilot 
lst Lieut. William M. Lanagan - Bomber 
Each member of the teams is now busily engaged in perfecting his skill. 
The defeated candidates are not allowed to practice on the range during the few 
remaining weeks before the annual matches, and the lucky ones are allowed all the 
time they desire for practice. Kelly Field is well represented, and should 
finish the matches with a good showing. . 
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THE 91st GOES TO WAR 
By the Crissy Field Correspondent 


The 91st Observation Squadron and 15th Photo Section, stationed at Crissy 
Field, Presidio of San Francisco, Calif., went into the field on March 15th. The 
theatre of operations was at Mather Field, Sacramento, Calif. It seems that a 
certain percentage of Air Corps officers, as well as the men, must still take 
their chances by truck convoy. The danger was apparent, for in addition to 
Lieut. "Cy" Marriner and Lieut. Leo C. Allen, the Flight Surgeon (Captain D.A. 
Myers) was included in the order, to see that the "physiological, neurological, 
psychological and pathological" reactions of all casualties were properly ac- 
counted for and catalogued. The trip from San Francisco to Vallejo by ferry was 
successful, and what with a little steaming around in the fog over strange high- 
ways in a strange land, the superior leadership of skipper "Cy" was made effec- 
tive, anc all came into Mather Field by the light of the stars. A recount show- 
ed six White trucks, three Class "BY tankers, two photo trucks, two radio trucks, 
one Machine Shbpp truck, two cargo trucks, a Dodge automobile, a motorcycle, and 
the ambulance. The Flight Surgeon was missing. He came in next day witha 
sprained ankle. The sprained ankle belonged t8 one of the boys who became con- 
fused in the fog and jumped off a Class "B" tanker. 

The next eight days were spent in firing at fixed targets and dronping 
bombs. There being no live targets available, it was impossible to ascertain 
whether or not there were any casualties, but tragedy was narrowly averted in 
the barracks by promt action of the Officer of the Day. Two room-mates, offi- 
cers (names furnished in confidence upon application), became involved in 
violent argument over the price of corn (in the Chicago Wheat Pit), but were 
separated by the 0.D. and aides. Upon withdrawal of the peace party the sounds 
of battle again burst forth. Hastilv gathering his peace party, the 0.D. rushed 
pack, crashed the gate, and beheld Youth scrubbing his teeth, while Senility was 
kicking a box around because he had sat upon the upturned point of a nail driven 
through it. 

To like more or less useful nurpose went a week of the war. One night ther 
was a shortage of beds by one - sixteen warriors and fifteen beds. By the usual 
laws of mathematics, each warrior should have had fifteen-sixteenths of a short 
night's sleep. This theory seemed perfectly logical until a certain luckless 
one lost a little time in kicking the next fellow out of bed. The Kickee had 
also largely burnt out his lamps on a particularly tough beat and a slight con- 
fusion resulted. It was all happily compromised by Kicker and Kickee going 13 
miles to town and hiring a hotel. By that time, however, the night was spent, 
so they returned to the field to find that the Acting Q M. had discovered an 
extra bed and turned it into stock. Thereafter the problem was never solved. 

The twenty-first fell on Wednesday, the day when the Office Force goes out 
for Exercise. It was likewise the Equinox, and a clear day, so Major-General 
Hines, 9th Corps Area, Commander, chose to fly up in the Transyvort with Major 
Clagett and observe the gumery, which was also fair. Like the Mnights of old, 
the General partook of the exercises, with Lieut. Goss as pilot, jousting at 
fixed targets upon the ground. On this day also there was a mission of five 
planes in formation over Lake Tahoe and return. It was cold at 12,000 feet; 
the lake was blue, and cold, fenced with snow and trees and crags, all sparkling 
with the beauty of unreality. 

Finally, the last redskin had bit the md,:for it was raining and blowing. 
The convoy was gone. Some were out of temper, all were out of money, and no 
food in camp. Since an army fights on its stomach, the war was over. There wa* 
nothing left but to fly home and see the folks. 

With noisy motors and dark hints and rain-blurred goggles, seven brave 
pilots and seven braver passengers began dashing the spray a few fathoms up in 
‘the mist. There was nothing so certain as the fog above and about, except eart! 
and water below. Most any pilot will trust his vision, however muddled, but 
few trust two-hundred and twenty degrees of the compass in a fog. Finally, the 
struggle against doubt, for some thoughtful moments, was rewarded, and the Greai 
Carquinez Bridge grew into the fog "with habitations and adventures on it". 
Under the bridge, with vanishing haste and uncertainty, under the fog to Crissy: 
Field, and at last under-the friendly roofs of home. 
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RECORD ESTABLISHED ON PARACHUTE JUMPS 

































Ten men jumped from a Ford 
all-metal airplane at Chamute 
Field, Rantoul, I1ll., in the 
space of 8.2 seconds, establishing 
a world's record. The previous 
record was nine jumps in eighteen 
seconds, established by the Marine 
Corps at Quantico, Va. 

Nearly all of the partici- 
pants in the above wholesale 
parachute-jumping event are 
graduates of the Parachute 
Department of the Air Corps 
Technical School, Chamte 
Field, Rantoul, Ill., the 
class being conducted by 
Technical Sergeant Harry 
Wilson. 

The plane from which 
the jumps were made was 
flown over to Chamate Field 
from Wright Field, Deyton, 
Ohio. It was piloted on the 
afternoon of the jurins by lst 
Lieut. J.V. Hest whe, with 
Sgt. Wilson, were the only two 
men left in the ship after the 
ten volunteers took french 
leave and eased down to the 
ground with their bit of silk, 
as the parachute is alluded 
to in some quarters. 

The men making the jumps 
were Pat Doyell, Don C.Gowiy, 
Royall Fenn, Yiorian Karesek, 
John Marchewka, Tom Mely, 
Walter F. Kobs, Harold 
Kraner, Wesley Davidson, 
and John Krajick. 


Sergeant Wilson, J, 
commenting upon the ¢ a4 
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success of the event, i OF die 
characterized it as iif | [II NE /yy | 
one of the most impor- tg 

tant exneriments for the 4 

advancement of military ~-~~" 
and commercial aviation, ss -3xf 
"We are trying to ___-—- 
prove that the ae G Ssh ei te yt oyna 
saving of passen- CRE EE stg {PPROVAL 
gers is possible, INSPECTING GENERAL a eeaet iow 

no matter hoy DVRING ! 

quickly the plane goes 

down. If we can show that ten men can jump from a plane almost simltaneously, 
it is one ster forward toward showing that forty and fifty people can leave a 

- plane under similar circumstances. 

The New York WORLD, commenting on the above episode, stated in a recent 

. issue; 

"Ten rookies in the Army Air Service, according to the Associated Press, 
jumped off an airplane the other day in the space of 8.2 seconds, descending by 
parachute. This, it-appears, sets a new record. Moreover, 'the multiple jump, 
in addition to making a new record, was planned to indicate how quickly passen- 
gers could clear a plane in safety in case of an accident in the air.' 

"Well, we appreciate this little experiment on the part of the army, under- 
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~ taken with a view to promoting our satiety. Indeed, we can foresee the result 
right now. It will hardy te any time at all beforo all passenger airplanes 
will be plastered with nice reassuring signs, 'Parachutes Will Be Found Under 
Seats.' ‘Then, over every docr and window there will be signs, ‘Exit No. l,' 
‘Exit No. 2,!' 'Hxit No. 3,' and so on. Then, on the luncheon mem will appear 
this friendly little viece of advice: 
"ACCIDENT NOTICE. - Look around NOW and choose the nearest Exit to 

your seat. In case of accident, walk (not run) to THAT Exit. Do not 

sry to beat your neighbor to the air. Before jumping be sure that para- 

Ghute is strapped securely on your back and that you have your hand firm 

ly on the rip-cord. After jumping, allow two seconds to elapse (count 

‘one - two') before pulling cord, and hold breath until ,parachute opens. 

Light no cigars, cigarets or pipes while descending in paracmte. if 

parachute does not open, notify this office at once. 

J. ROLLINSON GUIMPF, 
Air Commissioner. 

Me can see ourselves running to the nearest exit right now trying to beat 

our neignutinr, Here is something we can really look forward to." 
---00o--- 


ACCIDENT MARS CRISSY FIELD'S PERFECT RECORD 


The first fatality at Cxuissy Field, Presidio of San Francisco, Calif., 
gince its establishnent in 1919,- occurred on March 26th. Second Lieut. Theodore 
J. Manchof, Air Cocos Reserve, one of the ten Reserve officers serving a tour of 
extended duty at the ficld, erashed in San Francisco Bay shortly after taking 
off on a photographic mission to Gigling Reservation, Monterey, Calif. Lieut. 
Munchof was killeu and Sergeant Klutz, photogranher, slightly injured. The bod; 
of the pilot was recorcred within a few minutes, and Sergeant Klutz was rescued 
at the same time by the Coast Guard crew stationed at Crissy Field. The plane 
sank and was never recovered, although every effort was made to locate and 
raise it. 

Lieut. Munchof was an aviator during the war, having been discharged in 
1919, He entered the Air Corps Reserve in 1925. His widow and two small 
children survive him, 


a 
PARTICIPATION OF NATIONAL GUARD AIRMEN IN BOMBING MATCHES 


Five teams, each consisting of an airplane pilot and an observer, and rep- 
resenting the National Guard Air Service organizations of the States of 
Arkansas, Connecticut, Maryland, Massachusetts and New York, have been authoriz~ 
ed by the Chief of the Militia Bureau of the War Denartment to participate in 
the anmal Machine Gun and Bombing Matches, to be held at Langley Field, Zampton, 
Va., from May 25th to June 10th. 

The records of the Militia Bureau disclose that the Guardsmen selected to 
match their skill against the Resular Army Air Corps aerial sharpshooters are 
proficient in flying the observation type of airplanes and that all of them have 
had aerial gunnery vractice during the past year. 

The personnel commosing the five selected teams are as follows: 

154th Observation Squadron, Arkansas Neticnal Guard: 
Pilot - ead Lieut. Gordon §. Larnell 
Observer - lst Lieut. Garnett Q. Caldwell 

(118th Observation Squadron, Connecticut Netional Guard: 
Pilot - Cantain Harl W. Fleet 
Observer - lst Lieut. Ennis B. Mallette 

104th Observation Scouadron, Maryland National Guard: 
Pilot - Captain Charles A. Masson 
Observer - Captain George Cobb 

-10lst Observation Squadron, Massachusetts National Guard: 
Pilot - Captain Clarence E. Hodge, 
Observer - lst Lieut. Hobert A. Nagle 

102nd Observation Souadron, New York National Guard: 
Pilot - end Lieut. Victor E. Nelson 
Observer - Captain Willian: G. Rector 
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MUNICIPAL FIELD NAMED IN HONOR OF ARMY AIRMAN | 


‘The municipal airport of Selma, Calif., known as Eagle Field, so named for 
Captain fubrey I. Eagle, Air Corps, was opened on March 2lst last. Air Corps 
officers from Crissy Field, Presidio of San Francisco, Calif., who were present 
at opening.of this field were Cantain Eagle, lst Lieuts. Barber, Taylor, end Lis. 
Gardner and Goss. Addresses were delivered by Lieut. Dyer, U.S. Navy, and Capt. 
Eagle, both in the afternoon and evening. An enthusiastic aviation spirit has 
flared up throughout the San Joaquin and Sacramento Valleys. 

---000--- 


"JINX" OVERTAKES FRANCE FIELD RELIEF EXPEDITION 


As previously reported, the flight of Assistant Secretary of War Davison and 
Major-General James E. Fechet from Washington to the Panama Canal Zone was marred 
by an accident to one of the Amphibians at Maénatitlan, Mexico, and it was neces- 
sary for the Commanding Officer of France Field, Panama Canal Zone, tozsend two 
planes to their assistance. Both of these planes were of the Amphibian type and 
were flown, respectively, by lst Lieuts. George C. McDonald and Robert B. 
Williams. They functioned perfectly all the way to Minatitlan, and at that place 
Lieut. McDonald's plane was turned over to the Assistant Secretary of War. 

On the return flight Lieut. McDonald flew the plane that was left to them to 
Managua, Nicaragua, and Lieut. Williams flew it the remainder of the distance to 
France Field. According to Lieut. McDonald's report of the flight, he and Lieut. 
Williams had quite a stremous experience before touching the home airdrome. 
on the first leg of the return flight (Manatitlan, Mexico, to San Jose, Guatemla) 
it was necessary to land in the ocean off San Jose, as the main tank had run out 
of gasoline. Upon Janding, the anchor was dronped about 200 yards off shore and 
opposite the pier. The water was extremely rough and the anchor did not hold. 
It was impossible to start the engine and the plane, drifting about for approxi- 
mately an hour, would have been wrecked by the ground swell and surf but for the 
timely assistance rendered by the Second Officer with about ten men off the S.S. 
"Corinto" of the Panama Mail Steamship Co., who put off.in one of the ship's 
poats and took the plane in tow and made it fast to a steamship buoy. 

Lieut. Williams went ashore and obtained 40 gallons of gasoline, and after 
putting this fuel aboard the airmen departed for San Salvador. Yue to the delay 
at San Jose and the fact that the flyers had to buck strong head-winds, it was 
not possible to reach Lake Ilopango, San Salvador, until well after dark. By 
7:00 p.m., it was so dark and the haze so dense that it was hazardous to contimue 
the flight over such mountainous country. 

A landing was made in a small crater-lake, about 25 or 30 miles from San 
Salwador. In order to fly the Amphibian out of that lake the next day, if was 
necessary to remove all the baggage, tool kit, spare parts, anchor, anchor rope, 
take the wheels off, and leave Lieut. Willianus. Every step was taken to make the 
plane as light as possible. Lieut. McDonald flew the plane from the crater-lake 
to Lake Ilopango, where all equipment was assexbled and the plane made ready for 
the flight to Managua, Nicaragua. 

In taking off at Managua, the propeller worked loose and the main thrus? 
bearing broke, causing the plane to crash through two fences and into the trees, 
damaging the wings and uncercarriage. The U.S. Marine Aviation Squadran there 
rendered every possible aid in changing engines and repairing the plane. In 
flight-testing: the new engine, it threw a connecting rod through the crankcase 
after being in the air about 12 mimtes, and a landing was made in Lake Managua. 

The Marines did not have another new engine so they rebuilt an old one and 
installed it in the plane. A "take-off" was then attempted from the lake, bu: 
the lmll leaked so badly that the plane almost sank, making it necessary to :un 
it ashore to save it. The Marines repaired the hull, and the plane was then 
flow to the field; where all equipment was again installed and the plane depart- 
ed the following day for France Field. 

Lieut. McDonald stated that Major Ross Rowell, Commanding the U.S. Marine 
Aviation Squadron in Nicaragua, and all his officers and men rendered every p0S- 
sible aid and that without their cooperation it would not have been possible +0 
fly the Amphibian out of Nicaragua. 

In forwarding Lieut. McDonald's report to the War Department, the Commanding 
Officer of France Field stated: "While the bare recital of the help rendered by 
the Marines, as given in the revort, would indicate that they rendered only the 
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ordinary. assistance Which One service myild naturally call for from a sister ser 
yice, Lieut. McDonald's verbal story tc me showed that the Marines at Managua 
worked enthusiastically from dav™m until Jers to help our officers overcome their 
considerable succession of real obstacles waich came their way." 

Letters of aynreciation were forwarded by the Cormanding General of the 
Panama Canal Denartment (Major-General Nalin Craig) to the Commanding Officer, 
U.S. Forces in Nicaragua, and the President of the Panama Mail Steamship Co. for 
the assistance rendered to Lieuts. NeDonals and Wiiliams. Letters were also 
written to the two officers last named expressing the Department Commander's 
admiration for their accomplishments during their recent trip to Puerto Mexico 
and return. 

---000--- 


CHIEF OF AIR CORPS PRAISES CIVILIAN'S BRAVERY 


Ad letter of commendation from the Chief of Air Corps was recently forwarded 
to Mr. Edwin Steubing, of San Antonio, Texas, for a courageous act performed by 
him immediately after a crash of a bombing plane near Kelly Field, Texas. Mr, 
Steubing arrived at the scene of the crash about two minutes subsequent to its 
occurrence and, unmmindful of the fact that the airplane had burst into flames, 
extricated the lifeless body of Cadet Bonner from the wreckage. In performing 
this courageous anc mmane act he was exposed to the extreme hazard from the 
flames ana the linvility of an explosion of the gas-filled tanks. 

"Your efforts are worthy of the highest cemmendation," General Fechet stated 
in his letter, "and I dasire to express to you the gratitude and anpreciation of 
the Air Corps, as well as my orm, ior your exceptionally brave and meritorious 
conduct on that oceasion." 

The follcwing renort on this accident was rendered by the News Letter Cor- 
respondent from Kelly Field: — 

Flying Cadet Clair 3. Bonner, student at the Air Corps Advanced Flying 
School, was instantly killed at 9:15 a.m., April 4th, when the NBS-1 in which he 
yes flying crashed about six miles northwest of Kelly Field. Details of the 
accident are lacking, but from the statements of several farmers who saw the ship 
just prior to its plunge to the earth, it was decided by the board of investiga- 
tion that Cadet Bonner was practicing flying on one motor and let the plane go 
_ into a spin. Since his plane had been sven at an altitude of about 1500 feet 
a few mimtes before crash, Cadet Bonner's failure to recover from the spin is 
unexplained. 

--The shop crashed and Satan burst into flames in a large open field a 
short distance from a farm house. Edwin Steubing,. a farmer, heard the plane 
strike the ground, and raced 400 yards to the scene. When he arrived at the 
wreck it was a mass of flames, but he thought the pilot might possibly still be 
alive. He found the body at one edge of the fiemes and tried, unsuccessfully, 
to pull it out. Finally, he managed to wrap a wire around one arm of the body 
and in this way dragged it out of the fire. Steubing was severely burned about 
the face and arms. 

Although the body was burned beyond recognition, Major C.L. Beven, Flight 
Surgeon of Kelly Field, expressed the opinion that Bonner had been instantly 
killed in the crash and had not been burned to ceath. 

Cadet Bonner was the son of Chaplain and Mrs. §.D. Bonner, now stationed at 
Camp Nichols, Philinpine Islands. He is survived also by a brother, Lieut. 
Bonner, who is stationed at Fort Bragg, N.C. 

After the funeral ceremony at Sa: Antonio, the body was shipped to Arlingtor 
National Cemetery, Washington, D.C., ror burial. Flying Cadet R.O. Brownfield, 
a close friend of the deceased, accomenied the body. 

---¢00--- 


AIR CORPS TO SE REPRESENTED AT INTERNATIONAL AVIATION CONGRESS AT MADRID 


Upon an invitation extended by the Spanish Government for the United States 
to be represented by delegates at the meeting of the Comite Juridiqe Interna- 
tional de l'Aviation, to open at Madrid, Spain, on May 29th, Mejor Barton K. 
Yount, Air Corps, Assistant Military Attoche for Air, who is attached to the 
American Embassy in Paris, was named as an official observer at that meeting. 

The Comite Juridique Internation:}. jie 1l'Aviation is an organization having 
for its object the drafting of an irte.national air code and the consideration of 
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matters in general relating to aeronautic legislation. This Committee has no 
governmental connection, but its periodic congresses are held under the patron- 
age of the government in whose territories they convene, by which other govern- 
ments are invited to send representatives. 
The 7th Congress of this Committee was held at Lyons, France, September 28. 
to October 2, 1925. 
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SENATE ACTION ON THE FURLOW BILL 





The leading article in this issue of the News Letter gives the cheerful 
tidings that the House of Representatives, on May 7th, unanimously passed the 
Furlow Bill (H.R. 12814), creating a separate promotion list for the Air Corps. 
Now, in the last page or so of this issue, it becomes our solemn duty to record 
an event which at first glance does not apnear to be so cheerful. 

The Senate Military Affairs Committee, in its consideration of this bill, 
eliminated all the wording with the excention of the enacting clause. It would 
appear that in taking this action the Senate Committee was not unmindful of the 
necessity for some sort of personnel legislation for the Army. In view of the 
fact ,jhowever, that only a few weeks now remain before adjournment of Congress, 
the Committee saw fit to take action which would bring before the Conferees of 
the House and Senate, as soon as the amended Furlow bill passed the Upper Chanter, 
all matters affecting Army perscanel which it was felé should be considered at 
this time. 

It is hardly necessary to state, of course, that the Air Corps does not want 
to see personnel legislation enacted which would benefit their own branch at the 
expense of officers of other branches cf the service. It would now appear that 
the whole subject of personnel legislation is to be thrashed out at this session, 
so that not only will the Army Air Corps be considered but the other arms of ‘he 
service as well. It would seem that, by adding the Army personnel legislation to 
the Furlow bill, advantage is taken of, perhaps, the last remaining opportunity 
to secure some action on the proposition at this session of Congress. 

What the outcome of it all will be remains to be seen. The House was unani- 
mous in its passage of the Furlow bill. This fact and the further fact that the 
Senate amended the bill, even though it eliminated all wording save the enacting 
wlause, should indicate that there is at least a favorable sentiment existing 
among some of the legislators towards Army personnel legislation. The action of 
the Senate Committse does not necessarily mean that the idea of a separate promo- 
tion list for the Air Corns is defeated, but rather that the Conferees of the 
House and the Senate have been given the greatest liberty in recommending what 
legislation should be enacted for the Army and the Air Corps at this session. 

This is not at all a pessimistic situation as far as the separate list for 
the Air Corps is concerned and, with the favorable sentiment that does exist 
among legislators for a separate promotion list, it is anticipated that some 
special legislation affecting the Air Corps alone will be included as a part of 
the conference report. This thought is further strengthened by the fact that the 
Senate Military Affairs Committce included in the composite bill which it has 
reported several of the provisions of the Farlow bill, such as more rapid promo- 
tion for air officers and counting flying time one and one-half times towards 
retirement. 

~--000--- 


SGT. PETERSON JOINS RANKS OF BENEDICTS 


Every time news is spread of a marriage, one generally hears such disparag~ 
ing terms as "Ball and Chain", "Storm and Strife", etc. But this is looking on 
the dark side of so called wedded bliss. We are sure that there will be no oc 
casion to harbor any pessimism in the case of Tech. Sgt. C.E. Peterson, Air Ccrps, 
who joined the ranks of the Benedicts Avril 2lst last. Sgt. Feterson's better 
half was Miss Mildred M. Rosen, of Staunton, Va. The ceremony took place a: 
Washington in the Office of the Chief of Chaplains, and was performed by Chaplain 
Bebee. Sergeant Peterson is well known in the Army, where he performed 14 years! 
service. He has been on duty in the Inspection Division for 22 months, and serv- 
ed in the Philippines, also at Mitchel and Crissy Fields. He has traveled ail 
over the United States in connection with the installation of the new Visua. 
Inspection System. He mntemplates a trin to Texas with his bride in the near 
future. Our best wishes to both. F 
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MASTER SERCSAM? CHa lil) A7ODITs: “CHENEY AWARD" 


Master Sergeart Farry A. Chanman, 1°th Airship Commany, Langley Field, Va., 
on April 28th received from the houds of President Coolidge "the Cheney Award", 
in the presence of the Chief of Air Corps and other officials. 

The "Cucney Award" was established in memory of lst Lieut. William H.Cheney, 
Air Service, who was killed in an air collision at Foggia, Italy, Jamuary 20, 
1918. The donors of this award are Mrs. Mary L.C. Schofield, Peterboro, New 
Hampshire, and Mrs. Ruta Cheney Streeter, of Morristown, New Jersey, the mother 
and sister of Lieut. Cheney. Mrs. Schofield and Mrs. Streeter have jointly set 
aside a trust fund of $15,000, the interest accruing therefrom to be used to make 
up this award. It is to be bestowed anmally by the Chief of the Air Corps for 
an act of valor or of extreme fortitude or self-sacrifice in a humanitarian inter- 
est Which shall have been performed in connection with aircraft, but said act need 
not necessarily be of a military nature. The following are eligible to receive 
it: Officers and enlisted men of the Air Corps, Regular Army; officers and en- 
listed men of the Air Corps Reserve; the widow or next of kin in event of a 
posthumous award. Announcement of this award will. be made on Jamuary 20th of 
each year, that date being the anniversary of Lieut. Cheney's death. 

A die of suitable design has been made, and bronze plaques will be struck 
off each year that the award is made engraved with the name of the recinient as 
determined by the Cheney Award Board. In addition to this plaque, the award con- 
sists of a certiticate of award and a sum of money which consists of the income 
from the trust fund after the’ necessary expenses in connection with the award 
nave been defraycd. 

First Licut. Jillian RH. Choney, at the age of 20, enlisted in the Signal 
Officers Roserve Corps on March ¢1, 1917, and graduated as an honor student from 
the School of Military Acronantics-at the University of Illinois on July 25,1917, 
He was sent with the first grou» of American flyers to the Camp at Foggia, Italy, 
and on October 18, 1517, became the first American aviator to complete the 
Italian Military Flying Brevet. He was commissioned First Lieut., Signal 
Officers Reserve Corps, on November 3, 1917, and with two other officers was 
killed in an aerial collision.in a fog on Jarmary 30, 1918. A special Order is- 
sued by his Commanding Officer stated "These were men who, on every occasion and 
in every way, showed their bravery, desire and eagerness to serve their country 
in all things and all ways. : The great sacrifice of these brave young soldiers is 
not only an inspiration to the entire command and to the American Air Service at 
large, but also America's first offering in Italy to the great cause of the 
allied nations." 

Master Sergeant Harry A. Chapman was one of the crew of the U.S. Army Air- 
ship Roma when it crashed and was. destroyed on February 21, 1922. Fire broke out 
immeciately after the airship crashed. Sergeant Chapman, with four companions, 
was entrapped in a canvas-enclosed compartment; escape through the usual exits 
was cut off by the flames. While the fire was raging Sergeant Chapman, with his 
knife, made an opening in the canvas through which it was possible for him to es- 
cape immediately with little or no injury to himself. Instead of doing so at 
once, this gallant soldier helped his four companions to take advantage of this 
exit before he himself left the fiery ruins. As a result of this action he was 
so severely burned before he could make his escape that for several days little 
hope was entertained for his recovery. Sergeant Chapian displayed great bravery 
and presence of mind under the most trying conditions and saved the lives of four 
other men while he himself was in the gravest peril. 

Sergeant Chapman was commended for his conduct in orders by John J.Pershing, 
General of the Armics, but his act not having occurred in action was not at that 
time within the provisions of law authorizing decorations. He was accepted for 
enlistment in the Signal Corps at St. Joseph, Mo., October 18, 1916. In Jamary, 
1917, he was ordered to the Army Balloon School at Omcha,:teb., for Gity.s ‘Hetwas 
promoted through the various noncommissioned grades, and in August, 1918, went to 
duty overseas. In October, 19193, he returned to Langley Field for duty, and later 
was transferred to the 8th Airship Company at El Paso, Texas, In November, 1920, 
he returned to Langley Field and was one of the Detachment of Air Service men 
which was sent to Italy for the purpose of studying the operation of the Airship 
ROMA. He assisted in its dismantling for shipment to this country and upon his 
return he assisted in its re-erection at langley Field. He has served contim- 
ously in his present grade for nine yeers, and was stationed at Langley Field 
since the ROMA disaster, except for 1] «ontas spent at Walter Reed General Hospit- 
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tal as the result of the injurics received in that accident. 
emaeacu and an expert Airship Rigger. 
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He is a superior 


ROCKWELL AIR DEPOT EMPLOYEES ENJOY PICNIC 


The Depot Supply and Station Supply Departments of the Rockwell Air Denot, 
Coronado, Calif., held a picnic recently at El Monte Oakes Park in the Cuyamaca 
Mountains. A picnic this time of the year is esnecially attractive when the 
hills are covered with the golden ponpies of California. El Monte Oakes Park is 
adapted for large picnics, and the families turned out almost 100 percent. 

All apparently enjoyed the games and festivities to the utmost. Many prizes 
were awarded, and although in some instances the articles might have been more 
useful to others than the winners, nevertheless none were refused. A pair of baby 
rubber panties, won by a "spinster" was generally conceded not such a bad article 
for her Hope Chest. The Warehouse Superintendent had the good fortune to wina 
brassiere, but it is doubted whether it. is the size he wears. There were many 
other prizes equally useful. 

The refreshments especially were — of mention, thanks to the Granary 
Keepers. There was no end of ice cream, to the delight of the kiddies. The 


coffee was extra good also; two of the storekeepers who were not used to such a 


potent beverage nearly succumbed after a fev cups. 

Such a gathering as this brings the families of the employees together who 
otherwise would not get acquainted, and creates a bond of good fellowship among 
the employees which, it is believed, not only is to the benefit of the employees 
themselves but to the Depot Orgenization as well. ‘The Depot Supply Officer, Capt. 
c.g. Giffin, and his family, were present and enjoyed the fun along with the 
civilians. 

A general picnic for the entire Depot Activity is being planned for May 23d, 
---000--- 


ATR CORPS PARTICIPANTS IN NATIONAL ELIMINATION BALLOON RACE 


Three teams, representing the Army Air Corps, were selected by the Chief of 
Air Corps to participate in the annual National Elimination Balloon Race, to be 
held at Bettis Field, Pittsburgh, Pa., on May 30th next, under the auspices of 
the National Aeronautic Association. The teams are listed below, as follows: 

1. Captain Wm. E. Kenner, Pilot end Lieut. Wm. 0. Eareckson,Aide. 
2. Captain Edmmnd W. Hill, Pilot end Lieut. Henry G. Fisher, Aide. 
3. 1st Lieut. Paul Evert, Pilot end Lieut. U. G. Ent, Aide. 

The personnel comprising the first two named teams are stationed at Scot? - 
Field, Belleville, Ill., where the Air Corps Balloon and Airship School is locat- 
ed. The members of the third team are stationed at Langley Field, Va. 

Captain Kepner and Lieut. Bareckson participated in the National Elimination 
Balloon Race at Akron, Ohio, last year, and by virwe of covering 595 miles 
finished in third place amongst a field of 15 entries, thus earning a place in 
the Gordon-Bennett International Balloon Race, which was held at the Ford Air- 
port, Dearborn, Michigan, on September 10th. This international event, in which 
15 teams, representing the United States, France, Germany, Spain, England, Italy, 
Belgium and Switzerland participated, was won for the second consecutive time by 
an American team, the winning balloon "Detroit", which landed at Baxley, Ga., a 
distance of 745 miles from Detroit, being manned by E.J. Hill, pilot, and A.G. 
Schlosser, aide. Another American team composed of W.T. Van Orman, pilot, and 
W.W. Morton, aide, finished in third place, while a German team took second 
honors. Captain Kepner's balloon finished tenth, but he has hopes of better 
luck this year. 

The balloons to be piloted in the National Elimination Balloon Race will be 
of 35,000 cubic foot capacity, which will be inflated with hydrogen gas. 

As stated elsewhere in this issue of the News Letter, the International 
Balloon Race. will be held on June 30th at the scene of last year's event and 
will be a struggle between 17 teams, three teams each representing the United 


States, Belgium, France and Germany, and one team each representing England, 
Switzerland, Argentina, Denmark and Spain. 
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WAR DEPARTIEN? ORLERS AFFECT TNG — CORPS OFrI CSRS 


Changes of Station: 


Lieut.-Colonel Seth W. Cock, fren duty as Air Officer, 5th Corps Area, 
Fort Hayes, Colwncus, 0., to Chamte Field, Rantoul, I1l. July 1, to assume 
command. 

Major Robert ELM. auohehole, upon completion of present ccurse of instruc- 
tion at Command and General Staff School, Yort Leavenworth, Kansas, to Fort 
Hayes, Columbus, Ohio, for duty as Air Officer, 5th Corps Area. 

Lieut.-Colonel Jacob W. S. Wuest, upon completion of present course of in- 
struction at Balloon and,Airship School, Scott. Field, Il1l.,to Langley Field. 

Colonel Chalmers G: Hall, upon completion present course of instruction 
at Army War College, to Newark, N.J. for duty with Organized Reserves, Second 
Ores Area. Previous orders assigning him to Chanute Field revoked. 

lst Lieut. Arthur J. Melanson relieved from duty in Office Chief of Air 
Corps, July 1, and to Chicago, Ill. for duty as Air Corps Procurement Planning 
Representative. 

Captain Floyd N. Shumaker relieved as instructor Colorado National Guard, 
Denver, Colo., and to Crissy Field, Calif. for duty. 

ist Lieut. Martims Stenseth, upon completion of course at Cavalry School, 
Fort Riley, Kansas, to Selfridge Field, Mich. 

Captain George W. McEntire, upon cxniration tour of duty in Hawaii, to 
San Antonio, Texas, for duty with Organized Reserves. 

lst Lieut. Stanton T. Smith from Little Rock, Ark., to Advanced Flying 
School, Kelly Ficid, Toxas, duly iat. 

Major Follett Bra.ley aad Ceptaia Robert C. Candee, upon completion of 
present course of instivction at Command and General Staff School, Fort 
Leavenworth, Xansas, to Langley Field, Va. for duty. 

Major Eugene A. Tolman, upou completion present course of instruction at 
Command and General Starf School, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, to Fort 5111,0kla. 
Major Ralph Royce, upon comletion present course of instruction at 

Command and General Staff School, to Selfridge Field, Mich. 

Captain Lynwood B. Jacobs, upon comoletion present course of instruction 
at Command and General Starf School, to Office Chief of Air Corns, Washington. 

lst Lieut. Edgar T. Selzer, Detroit, Mich., to Walter Reed General 





Hospital, Washington, for observation and treatment. 


ist Lieut. Jesse A. Madarasz to Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, upon 


~completion tour of duty in Hawaiian Department. 


Major Howard J. Houghland rolieved from detail with Organized Reserves, 
end Corps Area, and to Fort Omaha, Neb., for duty at Hqrs. 7th Corps Area. 

lst Lieut. Willis R. Taylor from Crissy Field to Scott Field, Ill. 

lst Lieuts. Charles P. Prime and Newton Longfellow from Mitchel Field, 
N.Y. to Office Chief of Air Corps, Washington. 

Captains Robert Oldys and Laurence F. Stone, upon completion p.esent 
course of instruction, Air Corps Tactical School, to Langley Field for auty. 
ist Lieut. LeRoy A. Walthall, Brooks Field to Crissy Field, Calif. 

Promotions: 
2nd Lieut. Leslic P. Holcomb to lst Lieut., rank from March 16, 1928. 
end Lieut. Joseph H. Hicks to lst Liout., rank from April 8, 1928. 
Relieved from Detail to the Air Corps: 
2nd Lieut. Joseph Gonahl to Field Artillery, 2nd Div., Ft. Sam Houston, Tex. 
end Lieut. Ronald I. Pride to Fieli Artillery, 2nd Div., Ft. Sam Houston. 
lst Lieut. William D. Schas to 25th Infantry, Fort Huachuca, Ariz. 
end Lieut. Frederick E. Day to 5lst Coast Artillery, Fort Eustis, Va. 
end Lieut. Parmer W. Edwards to €2nd Coast Artillery, Fort Totten, N.Y. 
Ist Lieut. Gustavus F. Chapman to 3rd Motor Repair Battalion, Q.M.C., 
Normoyle Q.M. Depot, San Antonio, Texas. 
Detailed to the Air Corps; 
lst Lieut. Wm. P. Withers, Cavalry, to Brooks Field for flying training. 
Transfers to the Air Corps: : 
end Lieut. John W. Bowmen, Cavalry, April 11, 1928. 
end Lieut. Richard H. Dean, Signal Corps, April 24, 1928. 
Reserve Officers Relieved froin Extended Active Duty: 
end Lient. Robert I. Hazen, Bollinz Field, D.C. 
end Lieut. James W. Carson, ifear yall Field. 
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NOTES FROM AIR CORPS FIELDS 
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San Antonio Air Depot, Duncan Field, Texas, April 25th: 











The following airplanes and engines were overhauled and repaired at the. 
San Antonio Air Depot during the month of March: Airplanes:- 5 DR-4M-1, 5. 
DH-4M-1T, 2 DH-4NM-2, 4 DH-4M-2T, 1 DH-4M-eP, 3 PT-1, 1 NBS-1, 3 02, 1 O2-B, 

1 O2-C, 2 C-1-C, 2 AT-4, 1 P1-B, Total 31; Engines:- 87 Liberty, 27 Wright 3, 
Total 114. 

Lieut. Harry A. Halverson, of this Depot, returned April 9th from a leave 
of absence since March léth. 

Mr. Elmer J. Briggs, Airplane Engine Inspector in the Engineering Depart- 
ment of this Depot, returned here Avril 4th from a tour of temporary duty, vis- 
iting the Wright Aeronautical Corporation, Paterson, N.J.; the Pratt & Whitney 
Aircraft Company, Hartford, Conn.; the Curtiss Aeroplane & Motor Corporation, 
Buffalo, N.Y.; and the Stromberg Crrburetor Fectory at Chicago, Ill., ina 
study of mcthods of manufacture ani repeir of engines. . 

Mr. Rotert J. Neff, Junior Electrical Engineer, of Wright Field, who was 
on a short period of temporary duty at this Depot in connection with Ruggles 
orientator work left here April 5th for his home station. 

Mr. Parker D. Cramcr, Divisional Inspector (ith District), of the Aeto- 
nautics Bureau, Dev»artment of Commerce, was a visitor at this station on April 
16th, 17th and 18th, for the vurpose of giving the examination for Department 
of Commerce licenses for airplane oilots and airplane mechanics, for which ex- 
amination there were a number of apnlicants from this station and from Kelly 
Field. 

Lieut. R.V. Ignico, Depot Supoly Officer, and Lieut. A.W. Vanaman, Chief 
Engineer Officer, of this Depot, made a cross-country trip on April 16th to 
Houston, Texas, thence to Fort Crockett, Texas, returning here April 17th, for 
the purpose of confenence at those voints regarding Air Corps supvly problems 


_ and maintenance of equipment questions. 


A most pleasing and successful function was given by the Duncan Field 
Officers' Club, in the Club Building at this Depot, on the evening of April 
e4th, in the form of a Buffet Supper, followed’ by.a Card Party, held in honor 
of recent arrivals and prospective departures among tho officers at this station, 

On the evening of April 13th, the Duncan Field Civilian Club held its 
April Entertainment, in the form of an open-air basket lunch, dancing, etc., 
at Kochler Park, San Antonio, which was largely attended and proved most 
enjoyable. 


Marshall Field, Fort Riley, Kansas. 





The participants in the All Kansas Air Tour were guests of Fort Riley, April 
4th and Sth. Twentysseven Commercial planes of various types, including the 
Tri-motored Ford Plane, "Standolind" were present. Governor Paulen, of Kansas, 
took an enthusiastic part in the tour, He was present at Wichita when the 
flight took off on April end, end accompanied it until it finished its escapade 
in Wichita one week later. The tour as a whole was satisfactory according to 
reports, even though a few ships failed to complete the rovnd trip. 

The 16th Observation Squadron accented an invitation from the Chamber of 
Commerce of Atchison, Kansas to pay them an overnight visit on April 5th. Need- 
less to say, the Atchison Chamber of Commerce are first rate entertainers. Our 
boy friend, Charley Skow, kept the Caissons rolling throughout the night. 

During the first visit of the All Kensas Air Tour at Marshall Field, 
strong winds hampered flying and did considerable damage throughout Kansas. 

A Travel Air Biplane was torn from its stakes and did a perfect loop about 
twenty feet from the Photo Hut, but failed to recover from its inverted position 
before it hit the ground. The Coroner pronounced it a "Washout". A portion of 


the sheet metal was blown from the Sccond Hangar, while it was undergoing repair. 


Lieut. Stenseth flew to his home in Minneapolis over the Easter Vacation. 
He reports crops looking fine and so forth. 

It was with much regret that we bade farewell to Lieut. O'Connor who is 
being transferred to March Field. Pat was granted a 45-day leave and immediate- 
ly took off for little old New York, driving to March Field via the big City. 
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a A brand new Aviatrex was brought into the Air Corps, April 8th, Lieut. and 
Mrs. Jack Munson are the proud parents. 


18th Pursuit Group, Schofield Barracks, T H., April 3rd. 





We note in a recent issue of the Air Corps ‘ews Letter the startling state- 
ment, sponsored by our Oahued friends from Luke Field, that one of their model 
1901 Bombers chased three pursuit ships from Wheeler Field out of the blue Hawai- 
ian skies. What a wise crack that turned out to be. The fact of the matter is 
that the Gentlemen pilots of Wheeler Field were merely trying to show the dear 
old bomber the way back to Luke Field, for it, the bomber, was wandering aimless- 
ly around the sky "apparently lost", and looking for a place to squat. The next 
thing we expected to hear from Luke Field is the claim that they are doing out- 
side loops with their Bombers and Amphibians in formation. 

Two more of our hard working Officers received their orders for the main- . 
land and will be greatly missed. Ist Lt. Cecil E. Archer departs for Wright | 
Field and end Lt. Walter L. Wheeler goes to March Field to bask in the California 
‘~, sunshine, 


Sand Point Airdrome, Seattle, Washington, April 16th. 





Somebody is always taking the shine out of the sun, or the moon out of moon- 
shine, and leaving life flat and tasteless. Just about the time we get all hop- 
ped up over the fact that we were able to run up a total of 75 hours on our one 
lone PT-1 for the short month of February, with our between 50 and 60 pilots, 
along comes the News Letter from the War Department telling about the Boston 
Airport feeling neglected with their THREE PT-ls, 1 DH-4B, 1 O02 Mail Plane, 
Vought and Curtiss 4-3 and eleven enlisted men. They were blowing the o14 "I'm 
Good" bugle becaus® they ran up sround 90 hours for the month. 

With that flock of equipment to be divided between 20 and 30 reserve pilots 
and five regular air officers and eleven enlisted men to look after it and then 
beefing! Try dividing time on one lone PT-1 between 50 to 60 would-be pilots, 
with one civilian mechanic to look after it, police the hangar, keep stock room, 
do all overhauling, repair, cleaning, etc, etc., and you will think of the "good 
old days" of 1917-18 when a 20-minute hop was considered a cross-country trip. 

But at that wo are carrying on at Sand Point. The Navy has a real outfit 
with plenty of planes, both training and service, a quarver of a million dollar 
building program and some jam up good fellows - despite the fact that their 
goodness does not include even a short hop for an Army reserve. Sand Point is 
also the test field for the Boeing Airplane Company's factory in Seattle and we, 
at least, get to see some real flying, even if we don't get a chance to do much 
of it. 

Incidenta217; iatiiiaie is turning out five big three Pratt-Whitney motored . 
fourteen passenger : neeanin jobs for the Boeing Air Transport line to use 
between San Francisco and Chicago, starting around the first of June. One of 
these is being fitted up as the private "Air-Yacht" of W.E. Boeing, the active 
president of both the Boeing Airplane Company and the Boeing Air Transport Com- 
pany. Incidentally, Boeing has just taken over the Pacific Air Transport Com- 
pany, operating the Seattle-Los Angeles air mail lines, giving him some 6,000 
miles per day operation. These planes will be tested from Sand Point and your 
plush-lined Cadallacs and nickle plated Pullman cars will have to take a back 
seat when they take the air, for they not only have the power but the trim and 
comfort that you have been dreaming about in air passenger planes. 

The Seattle Air Force Club is taking no chances of letting a Kee Wee into 
the organization, for they have rigged up a synthetic orientator that is to the 
original Ruggles torture machine what synthetic gin is to the pre-war variety-- 
&r@., built on the same principle but much more uncertain, more liable to prove 
fatal and sudden in operation. An old hot-shot booster is used to add zest to 
the action of the victims. 

All told, the Sand Point bunch are still knitting, but it does rile our 
dispositions to hear some of the boys beef about lack of equipment with six 
‘ships and eleven men to less than 35 pilots, when we are trying to keep our 
spirits up with one ship and one civilian mechanic to bas pilots. Oh, Gosh! 
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France Field, Panama Canal-Zone,; Avril 7th. 


Upon the recent arrival of His Eminence, Cardinal Patrick Hayes, aboard the 
yacht "Warrior", Chaplain ‘Carroll of Francé Field met him and escorted his party 
to France Field, where he received a review of the military air forces. While at 
the field he addressed the enlisted men and attended a tea given by the officers 
and : ‘ladies of the’ Post. 

* War! All of the troops of the Canal Zone are having their field maneuvers, 
sai: of course, France Field is busy locating the enemy and dropping messages 46 
the various units of the home army. We are flying both night and day. The. anti- 
aircraft has been extremely active this month with their searchlights, and it has 
been necessary to send planes on the Pacific and Atlantic entrances to the Canal 
for ‘spotting purposes. 

The US.S. “Los Angeles" arrived at France Field at 9: 35 p.m. February 27th, 
making the non-stop flight from Lakemrst, N.J. at a speed of 53 miles an hour. 
She left on the return journey at 10:00 a.m. the following day, with Lieut. Don 
t- Hutchins, of this station, as a passenger. Their next stop after leaving 
France Field was the U.S.S. "Patoka", stationed at Cuba. The "Los Angeles" 
arrived home March 2nd. | 

Lieut. Stinson and Sgt. Westover in a DB, accompanied by Lieut. Pearcy ina 
PW-9, flew on Merch 12th to San 3las. On the same date Lieut. Cronau and Lieut. 
pavidson were called from France Field to David on an errand of mercy. Lieut. 
Davidson flew Mr. Canera, a sick man, back to. the Isthms in the hospital ship. 

' It is understood that Lieut. Harbeck has requisitioned a diver's suit ‘and 
a pair of submarine wings. since his last trip to San Slas. No one knows the 
reason why or how it happened that he put his amphibian 100 feet below the sur- 
face of the waves.. as 

The following cross- country flights were made by personnel of the field: 

Lieut. Davidson in the Douglas Transport, with Sgt. Keever and Mr. Molina 


as passengers, and Sgt. Besoit in a DH with Pvt. Cooley to David; - Lieut. 
Parker and Lieut. Le3rou took ‘t¥o DH's to-David and brought back Mr. Jurado and 
Mr. Gray as passengers -- Lieut. Williams and: Lieut.-Col. Fisher flew to Chorera 


to'inspect a new landing field -- Licut. Bailey with Lieut. Welch and Lieut.Park 
with Set. Berg flew two ammhibians to San Blas -- Lieuts. Parker, Williams and 
Pearcy flew three P¥'s to San Blas -- Major Bock with a passenger and Lieut. 
Williams with Lieut. Lewis took two DH's to David --.Major Bock and Colonel 
Fisher made & trip to David in the Morse 06 -- Lieut. A.E. Jones and Captain 
Connell, with Sgt. Gard and Pvt. Parker as passengers, took two Martin:Jombers. to 
David. Lieut. Park with Capt. Jarron and Corp. Taylor in the Transport accom- 
panied them -- Captain Connell and Lieut. Howard flew two Martins to Anton ~~ 
Lieut. Ballard with Mr. Rose, Lieut. J.N. Jones with Mr. Hitchens and Lieut. 
Bailey with Lieut. Bushey journeyed to:San Blas -- Lieut. Ballard with Set. 
Schaffer in an Amphibian, accompanied by Lieut. Williams in a PW-~9, hopped to 
San Blas. On the same day Lieut. Martin in a Martin Somber flew Sgts. Llucy,King 
and Raymond to Anton -- Cantain Connell and Lieut. Davidson flew two Martins to 
Anton.-- Major Zock and Licut. Harbeck jourzeyed to Chorera to check up on the 
war in that section of Panama. ‘They mst have found things very interesting 
there, for they returned to that place. two deys later.-- Lieut. J.N. Jones took 


Colonel McManus, the Department Chief of Staff, to Chorera. On the same date 
Lieut. Pearcy in a DH took off for David to assist in servicing the planes of 
Mr. Davidson and General Kechet -- Lieut. Howard flew Governor Arosemena, of the 
province of Colon, to David to meet the distinguished guests coming from the 
States.-- Lieut. Canfield, with Sgt. Scott, took a DH to David -- Licut. Howard 
and five passengers in the Tramsport, and Lieut. Park with ° ‘Mr. Serry, ina DH, 
flew to’ David to spend.a few days. 


Crissy Field, Presidio of San Treticiaos. Calif., April 26th. 





A considerable amouht of cooperative work’ was assigned the 91st Observation 
Squadron during the months of March, April and May. During March and April there 
have been weekly missions with the’ 30th Infantry, and with the 6th Coast Artil- 
lery on the 28th to 3lst of March, and April 5th, 6th, 11th and 13th. The latter 
constituted the preliminary and record practices of 6-inch and 12-inch guns, in- 
cluding 12-inch mortars. Tow targets were used at sea, veyond the Golden Gate. 
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Kelly Field, San Antonio, ey dpril elst. 





The is Corns Advanced Flying. School opéned its new chapel - an appropriate 
memorial to she departed members of the Air Corps - at 11:00 a.m. on Saturday, 


April 7th. The »rogran was as follows; 
Overture air Corns Band 
Invocation Chaplain J.E. McCann, U.S.A. 
Air Corps Song Mrs. H.H. George 
Introductory Remarks Major J.E. Chaney, A.C. 
Address Hon. C.M. Chambers, Mayor of San Antonio 
Sale. 5... « Major E.C. Fairbanks, D.C. 
Benediction _ Chaplain J.H. McCann, U.S.A. 
March Air Corps Band — 


The new chapel was formerly the old chapel, but with a great deal of recon- 
struction and interior decorating. Chaplain J.H. McCann is responsible for this 
work. The chapel now appears as a real up-to-date Army chapel; in fact, it has 
been stated that it is the prettiest chapel in the Eighth Corps Arca. 

On Wednesday, April 4th, two golf teams representing Brooks and Kelly Fields 
mot in a 20-man tean match at Willow Sorings Golf Course, the price of a dinner 
for all being the stakes. Modesty forbids our telling tho won; anyhow several of 
the boys at Brooks Will have to cut dow a little on expenses this month. A very 
good time was had by all, including solfors, near-golfers, "were"-golfers, and 
non-golfers, the lattcr coming along as saciie leaders and gallery. After an ex- 
cellent dinner, sneeches (Yes, wo had speeches), etc., the party broke up, every- 
one declaring that it ought to be a monthly affair. But as yet we have not 
heard from Brooks???- ‘ 

43rd Squadron: The studonts completed the transition period of this class 
and are now ready for the specialized training in Pursuit work. The class con- 
sisted of two groups, the first having finished the transition period on this 
type of plane ten days ago. Hach class had to be divided into two periods be- 
cause of the shortage of Pursuit planes. 

With only fourtcen AT-4's available for a class of about 22 students, it 
has taxed this organization to supply enough planes for this work. Out of the 
fourteen AT-4's, an average of thirtcen have been in commission at all times 
since the class started, which speaks well for the personnel of this organiza- 
tion. 





~~ 





Rockwell Air Depot, Coronado, Calif., Anril 19th. 


The Commanding Officer, Mejor A.L. Sneed, delivered a short address to the 
Reserve Officers of San Diego on April 5th on the subject of "Military Aviation". 
Approximately 80. officers were present, including Brigadier-General: Ralph H. 

Van Deman, Commanding the Sth U.S. Infantry Brigade, with headquarters at Fort 
Rosecrans. The Reserve Officers! Mess is one of the most active luncheon clubs 
in San Diego. ' 

Major Reuben H. Flect, former Air Officer, but now with the Consolidated 
Aircraft Corporation, was a recent visitor to the Rockwell Air Depot. He left 
on April 16th for Los Angeles, via a Rockwell Field airplane piloted by Licut. 
Ray H. Clark. 

Captain €.H. Reynolds was a recont. visitor here, stopping en route to Kelly 
Field with a new 02-H Douglas plane which he..was ferrying from the Douglas plant 
at Santa Monica, to Kelly Field. He departedion:April 11th. 

Lieut. 0.P. Gothhin, Jr:, made a cross-country flight to Crissy Field on 
April 14th, for tie purpose of representing Rockwell Field at the re-dedication 
of Mills Field at San-.Francisco. He left Crissy Field on the 16th, stonping 
Overnight at Visalia, Calif., and returning to Rockwell Field on the 17th. 

On April 13th, lst Lieut. Ray H. Clark made a cross-country flight to Crissy 
Field in a PW-9C plane for the purpose of cross-country training, returning ‘to 
Rockwell Field the samc-afternoon., On Merch 28th lst Lieut. B.R. Dallas, ina ~~ 
PY-9C, made a cross-country flight to Criss): Field, retirning the same day. 

Lieut. Jack Greer, on April 8th, mede a flicht to Calexico, Calif., as a 
representative of the ficld at the dedicstion of a new airport at Calexico. He 
returned the same afternoon after the cere:sonies. 
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Six hours flying per month have been allocated to the 63rd Coast Artillery (A.4,‘ 
except from Anril 29th to May 20th,:when nightly tracking and searchlight mis- 
sions will be executed at Palo Alto. 

Captain A.-I. Easle-and Licut. G.A. Jones worked with the 6th 3rigade, 3rd 
Division, on April 4th and 5th, at Fort Rosecrans, San Diego. On the 17th, 18th 
and 19th Lieuts. Goss and Smith carried out a series of attack and contact mis- 
sions with the 7th Infantry at Vancouver 3arracks, Washington, while, during the 
same period, Lieuts. Gardner and Farran adjusted heavy artillery gunnery at Fort 
McArthur, Los Angeles. The 76th Field Artillery and the 11th Cavalry at the 
Présidio of Monterey, have been having more or less deadly combat missions with 
straw enemies. The Air Force in this instance is being manned by Lieuts. Srom 
and Wilson, with base at the Del Monte polo field. 

There remain to be accomplished missions with the 4th Infantry at Fort 
George Wright, Spokane, Washington, and Fort Missoula, Montana, and with the 38th 
Infantry at Fort Douglas, Utah, all in May. 


Crissy Field's baseball team has been making a splendid showing in their se:. 


vice .games, being now in third »lace, with only a game and a half separating ther. 
from first place. The boys have been equipned with new uniforms; they have the 
backing of the field and are showing the spirit of champions. 

Eleven Navy planes from the 3attle Fleet, anchored in San Francisco Bay, 


came. down out of the fog and landed at Crissy Field on April llth. They were at- 


tempting to make their way to the aircraft carrier LANGLEY out at sea, but the 
weather was too "soupy". The next day some of the pilots were taken into the 
Flight Surgeon's Office for a whirl in the chair while looking into Captain 
Ocker's "little black box",- after which they flew away again. 

Many calls for speakers are constantly being received at these headquarters. 
These calls range from Portland to Los Angeles, and cover almost every variety 


of aviation subjects. The speakers have been Major Brant, Cantain Eagle and 
Lieut. Barber. 


soston Airport, East Doston, Mass. 





Speaking of airplanes, there are beaucoup of them at this place. The 10lst 
Observation Squadron, Massachusetts National Guard, which is stationed here, has 
three 0-11's and two PT-1's; a commercial company, elevem; and there are five 
privately owned ships. The Colonial Mail Transport flies from here using two 
ships, so in addition to the seven assigned to the Regular Army, it can be readil 
understood that there is much flying from here. Incideatally, applications have 
been filed with the State authorities by five additional companies for the erec- 
tion of hangars at the Airport which, of course, will mean more planes. Within 
a year or two the Boston Airnort should be one of the principal flying fields in 
the country. These hard-fisted New Englanders have. given up fishing for flying. 

A friend of Lieut. Duke, Mr. Chandler Hovey, an aviation enthusiast, recent- 
ly donated $1,000 to be used for improvements for the flying field. Work is 
being done now by filling in the North side of runvay anc covering with cinders. 
Of course, such donations are appreciated and shows the spirit of some people, 
yet $1,000 is only a drop in the bucket. If about $100,000 were turned loose 
something could be cone. 


solline Field, D.C., April 15th. 





On the afternoon of April 2nd, Mr. Fred Stone, star of "Criss-Cross" which 
opened *at the National Theatre in Washington on that date, landed at 3olling 
Field in his Travel Air plane, piloted by Johnny Champion. Mr. Stone said that 
he took to the air not only to save time between cities, but also that he might 
learn to fly for himself. Add one more booster to the already long list. 

Bad weather again kept flying from being the joy that it should be in the 
spring of the year, but at the time of writing Old Sol is doing his best and we 
100k for a brighter future. 

Practice formation flying is now the order of the day in preparation for 
the demonstration scheduled to be given by the personnel of this field on April 
16th over the White House Ellipse. Of this more anon. 
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Langley Field, Va., April 5th. 





The 2nd Bombardment Group, now in its third period of training is progress- 
ing rapidly. Among the wnits training with and making up the Group are: the 20th 
49th, 96th, Bombardment Squadrons, the 59th Service Squadron and the 2nd Photo 
Section. 

All Officers and enlisted men are enthusiastically accomplishing the flying 
and ground training designed to co-ordinate all the components in functioning 
as a Single tactical unit, under the command of the Group Commander. 

The two periods ov the training program preceding this one were designed; 
first to train individual pilots anc bobardment aircraft crews, second to train 
these in the functions of the squadron. Now all are training as a group, under 
its Commander. 

Of the 550 hours and 35 minutes in the air during the month of March ap- 
proximately 95 per cent of the time was flow in carrying out the Group Training 
Missions as prescribed by the War Department. The other time was flown in co- 
operation with the Navy, in its search for the lost Naval fliers, cross-country 
flights, ferrying aircraft and miscellaneous missions. 

The .Group training missions included, night and day formation bombing, 
single and formation navigation missions, both day and night, aerial gunnery, 
aerial reviews and other missions set out in the program. 

The aerial reviews usually held on Saturday mornings, follow:an inspection 
on the ground by the Groun Commander. After the ground inspection all the Group 
aircraft take off in formation by squadrons, In the air, the squadrons immedi- 
ately take up their respective assigned positions in the Group formation, which 
is then led over the flying field at an altitude of two hundred and fifty feet 
for review. 

Night and day attack missions were flown by the Group against towns in the 
vicinity of Langley Field. During one of these raids the bombardment formations 
was attacked by pursuit airplanes furnished by the Air Corps Tactical School 
and styled 'enemy'. The obdject of the attacking pursuit was to break up the 
formation or single out and drive one at a time, the bombers from the formation. 

The bombing formation traveled spaced in a manner which permitted the max- 
imum machine gun fire protection directed on enemy coming in from any quarter. 
The A.C.T.S. leader reported that upon each attack the pursuit airplanes were 
within range of heavy cross machine gun fire from the bombers. It is believed 
that the 2nd Bombardnent Group formation flowm affords within itself the pro- 
tection, ample to the successful accomplishment of these missions. 

Difficulty wascexperienced by the squadrons in securing supplies, and a 
shortage of enlisted 'line' personnel was prevalent. 

---000--- 


NOTICE TO AIR CORPS FIELDS 


The News Letter depends on each Air Corps activity for contributions. 
Failure on the part of any station to send in news items is just that much of a 
handicap in the effort to make it an interesting and representative Air Corps 
publication. Several stations have been prone to "let George do it". 

The following stations are invited to "come across" with contributions: 

Brooks Field, Texas. 

Dodd Field, Fort Sam Houston, Texas. 
Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich. 
Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio. » 
Wairfield Air Depot, Fairfield,Ohio. 
Mitchel Field, Long Islend, N.Y. 
Chenute Field, Rantoul, Ill. 
Middletown Air Depot, Middletown, Pa. 
Pope Field, Fort Bragg, N.C. 

Fort Crockett, Galveston, Texas. 
Scott Field, Belleville, Ill. 


Please send in your contributions on the lst and 15th of the month. 


_— V-5785,A.C. 











